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May 19 program at Chapel to discuss Civil 
War event and honor veterans of that war 
buried in adjoining cemetery. See Pages 2-4

LOOKING
BACK
150
YEARS

Pictured above is the Pennsylvania Memorial on the battlefield at Gettysburg.

What’s old is
new again
Boehm’s Chapel is a meeting 
place for group planning 
countywide revival; meet the 
new circuit riders. Page 6



     A two-part Memorial Day 
program will be held Sunday 
afternoon, May 19, at historic 
Boehm’s Chapel to acknowl-
edge the Civil War veterans 
buried in the adjoining cem-
etery.
     The program will begin at 3 
p.m. in the 
chapel with 
“Flames 
Across the 
Susquehan-
na,” a vid-
eo-lecture 
by local au-
thor, Glenn 
Banner.  
     Banner, 
a native of 
Columbia,  will use a visual 
presentation to highlight the 
account of the burning of the 
Columbia-Wrightsville Bridge 
in 1863 during the Battle 
of Gettysburg in the Civil 
War.   Written in a Christian 
perspective, Banner’s book, 
“Flames Across the Susque-
hanna”,  is related through the 
eyes of a teenage drummer 
boy serving in the 125th Penn-
sylvania  Regiment.  
      The high point of the 
account is the burning of the 
bridge between the Susque-
hanna River towns of Colum-
bia, Lancaster County, and 
Wrightsville, York County. The 
multi-purpose bridge served 
as a vital link for rail transport 
between Maryland and New 
York state. Spanning 5,620 
feet, the wooden structure 
was reported to be the world’s 
longest covered bridge.
     Union forces, aided by 

citizens of Columbia, de-
stroyed the bridge on Sunday, 
June 28, 1863, to thwart Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia 
from proceeding eastward and 
entering Lancaster County.  
Faced with the dilemma of 
being unable to cross the river, 
the troops were pulled back 
to regroup with General Lee 
and additional Confederate 
forces at the crossroads near 
Gettysburg.
     Following a ques-
tion-and-answer session with 
Banner, the program will 
resume in the cemetery with a 
roll call of the Civil War veter-
ans and the placing of flags.
     There are nine known 
Civil War veterans interred in 
Boehm’s Cemetery:
     •Charles Baldwin, Co. K 
11th Maryland Vol. 
     •Joseph Charles, Co. K 79th 
PA Vol.
     •John Charles, Co. I 20th 
PA Cav.
     •Almon Fulton, Co. E 8th 
PA Cav. and Co. D 195th PA 
Vol.
     •Dr. Jacob Gatchell, assis-
tant.surgeon, 53rd  PA Vol.
     •William Harry, Co. F 
203rd PA Vol.
     •Richard Hicks, Co. B 99th 
Pa Vol.  
     •MartinV.B. McGowan, Co. 
K 7th PA Cav.
     •Daniel Sigman, Co. D 99th 
PA Vol.
     Descendants of Boehm’s 
Civil War veterans are invited 
to attend and place flags on 
ancestors’ graves.  Flags will 
be provided.  Contact boehm-
schapel@gmail.com or phone 
717-872-4133 prior to the 
event.  The program will con-
clude with the playing of taps.  
     The two-part event is free 
and open to the public.  A love 
offering will be received to 
benefit the Columbia Historic 
Preservation Society.
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Service will honor
Civil War veterans
Nine buried in
Boehm’s cemetery; 
author to speak on
burning of bridge
at Columbia in 1863.

     When the 76th session of 
the Philadelphia Annual 
Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church convened at 
West Chester on March 18, 
1863, there was diminished 
hope that the horrific Civil 
War, between the North and 
the South, might soon be 
brought to an end. 
     The Philadelphia 
conference encompassed part 
of the border state of 
Maryland.  While the 
Methodist Church in 
Maryland was considered 
loyal to the Union, the 
sentiment of the state was 
nonetheless divided between 
the two sides.  At the 1863 
session, differing opinions 
would bring the subject of the 
division of the Philadelphia 
Conference to the table.  
     On the fourth day of 
conference, James 

Cunningham, elder from 
Mauch Chunk (now Jim 
Thorpe, Pa.)  and Thomas J. 
Quigley, presiding elder of the 
Easton District, whose 
residence was in Denton, Md., 
offered a resolution for the 
appointment of a committee 
to consider the subject of 
dividing the conference at its 
present session. 
     While division was not 
ruled out, it was suspended 
until Conference assembled 
the following year. 
     Meanwhile, the loyalty of 
the conference to the 
government was reaffirmed at 
this session and a resolution 
for a day of fasting and prayer 
was introduced. 
    A few days prior to the 
resolution issued at the 
Methodist Episcopal 
Conference, Sen. James Harlan 
of Iowa had introduced a 
resolution to the Senate asking 
President Lincoln to proclaim 
a day of fasting and prayer. 

Conference delays
division; story of
two soldiers told

THE YEAR OF 1863

John Charles is shown 
at left in uniform during 
the Civil War, and above, 
later in his life.

By Dolores Myers
Executive Director

Boehm’s Chapel Society



     The Senate adopted the 
resolution on March 3; 
however, Proclamation 97 to 
appoint a “Day of National 
Humiliation, Fasting, and 
Prayer” was not issued and 
signed by Lincoln until March 
30, 1863. 
     Lincoln called for the nation 
to “set apart Thursday, the 
30th day of April, 1863, as a 
day of national humiliation, 
fasting, and prayer.”   In the 
text of the resolution Lincoln 
acknowledged: “We have been 
the recipients of the choicest 
bounties of Heaven; we have 
been preserved these many 
years in peace and prosperity; 
we have grown in numbers, 
wealth, and power as no other 
nation has ever grown. But we 
have forgotten God. ... 
“It behooves us, then, to 
humble ourselves before the 
offended Power, to confess our 
national sins, and to pray for 
clemency and forgiveness.” 
    Beginning in August 1861, 
Lincoln had called for previous 
days to be set aside for national 
prayer and fasting.  Jefferson 
Davis, president of the 
Confederacy, likewise called 
for over 10 days of fasting, 
church attendance and prayer 
throughout the course of the 
war.

Brothers go to war 
     In mid June 1863 two sets 
of brothers from Lancaster 
County, John and Joseph 
Charles and Daniel and Henry 
Sigman, whose families lived 
close to Boehm’s Chapel, were 
away from their homes serving 
with the Union forces.  
     John S. Charles was born 
Dec. 24, 1847.  His parents, 
Samuel and Fannie Stettler 
Mylin Charles, raised a large 
family.  John’s brother Joseph, 
11 years his senior, had been 
serving in Co. K 79th PA 
Volunteers, also known as 
the Lancaster Rifles, since 
September 1861.  (An article 
about Joseph Charles can be 
found in the Summer 2011, 
Boehm’s Chapel Society 
newsletter.) 
     Perhaps it was admiration 
for his older brother that lead 
John to travel to the nearby 

city of Lancaster, June 18, 1863, 
to enlist with the 181st PA 
Volunteers, 20th Cavalry, Co I, 
for a period of six months.  Six 
days later, young John Charles 
was mustered in at the state 
capital in Harrisburg at the age 
of 15 ½ years. 
    John apparently falsified his 
age in order to serve. On the 
mustering in roll he is recorded 
as being 18 years old. 
     By July 7, 1863, the 20th 
Regiment PA Cavalry began 
a march toward Greencastle, 
Pa. Between July 8-July 24 
they were assigned to assist 
in the pursuit of Gen. Robert 
E Lee’s Army of Northern 
Virginia.  In August they were 
ordered to Sir John’s Run, West 
Virginia and assigned to guard 
duty on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad.   On Sept. 1, 
following a skirmish at Bath, 
John Charles reported the loss 
of his blanket. 
    Between September and 
December 1863, the regiment’s 
duty was concentrated in the 
areas of Sir John’s Run and 
Springfield, W. Va.  Young John 
Charles was listed “on duty 
as cook” per the November 
muster roll.  The regiment 
aided with reconnoitering 
missions in Hampshire, Hardy, 
Frederick and Shenandoah 
counties, Dec. 7-11, 1863.  
They returned to Harrisburg 
on Dec. 24, 1863, a date 
which coincided with the 
16th  birthday of Private John 
Charles. John was mustered 
out with his regiment, Jan. 6, 
1864.  He was advanced $62.36 
having last been paid on Oct. 
31, 1863. 

    Following his six months of 
active duty, John returned to 
his family home in Lancaster 
County and to his work as 
a farm laborer.  In the 1870 
census enumeration for 
Pequea Township, John, age 
22, was recorded as living 
with his parents and a number 
of siblings.  Older brother 
Joseph and family were listed 
two dwellings away with an 
additional brother, Benjamin, 
found living in between, 
John Charles, 31, married 
Amanda Jane Gohn,  21, in 
Marysville, Nodaway, Mo. on  
March 28, 1879.  They returned 
to Lancaster County before 
the birth of daughter Mary 
Elizabeth on April 7, 1896. 
   The family was listed as 
living in Providence Township, 
Lancaster County, when the 
enumeration was taken, June 
6, 1900.  In the 1910 census, 
Amanda stated she had given 
birth to 12 children, 10 of 
whom were living. 
    By May 1910, John and 
Amanda Charles and family 
had moved to Granville 
Township, Mifflin County, 
where John was employed 
as an ironworker. The 1920 
census enumeration shows 
John, age 72, working at the 
steel mill. He died Dec. 11, 
1921 in Mifflin County, at age 
73.  His body was returned 
to Lancaster County by train, 
for interment in Boehm’s 
Methodist Episcopal Cemetery.  
The partial text of his obituary 
is below: 
     John S. Charles age 73 years, 
11 months and 12 days died 
suddenly at his home, No. 128 

Elizabeth Street, Lewistown 
Junction, Sunday night at 
11:25 from heart disease.  
Mr. Charles enjoyed a hearty 
supper and was apparently 
enjoying his usual health when 
he retired about 11 as near as 
his family now recall.  A few 
minutes later he was found 
dead when other member of 
the family retired.”

At Gettysburg 
     Daniel M. Sigman, a son 
of David and Susan Miller 
Sigman, was born Oct. 7, 1840 
in West Lampeter Township, 
Lancaster County.  On Aug. 
24, 1861, both Daniel and his 
older brother Henry Sigman 
enlisted in Co. E 32 Regiment 
Pennsylvania Infantry.  The 
32nd subsequently became the 
99th Regiment PA Infantry.  
Both Sigman brothers were 
afterward transferred from Co. 
E to Co. D, 99th PA Infantry 
comprised of men mainly from 
Philadelphia, Lancaster and 
Schuylkill counties. 
    Per company muster rolls, 
Daniel Sigman is listed as: 
“Deserted from the service 
May 22, 1862 at Fort Carroll, 
MD.” His name does not 
appear on company muster 
rolls again until June 2, 1863 
when he was sentenced to 
forfeit all pay through that 
date. 
     Daniel returned to his 
company as it was heading 
north to participate in the 
Pennsylvania campaign.  On 
June 30, 1863, the 99th arrived 
at Emmitsburg, Md.  The next 
morning the regiment followed 
the sound of cannon fire 
and began the march toward 
Gettysburg, arriving on the 
evening of July 1. 
     On July 2, 1863, the second 
day of battle, the 99th was 
moved during the afternoon 
to counteract extreme force 
displayed by the Confederate 
Army.  An 18-inch stone 
breastwork afforded the 99th 
its only protection on the open 
field near Devil’s Den.   At 4:30 
p.m., the 99th was relieved, 
leaving half its numbers killed 
and wounded on the field.
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Shown are the names of the Sigman brothers on the 
Pennsylvania memorial on the Gettysburg battlefield.



    Names of two veterans have 
been added to the records of 
Boehm’s Cemetery. 
     Recent research has revealed 
an additional Civil War veteran 
buried at Boehm’s. 
     Almon Fulton, 1840-1915, 
a carpenter from Pequea Town-
ship, served three years in Co. 
E, 8th PA Cavalry, 1861-1864. 
     Fulton re-enlisted in Febru-
ary 1865 for an additional year 
of service in Co. D 195th PA 
Volunteers.  Preliminary find-

ings indicate he spent approxi-
mately a year in a U.S. National 
Home for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers due to a spinal injury. 
     He was married to Harriet 
Kurtz Fulton.

John Kurkis,
WWII veteran
     John Kurkis, 1921-2013, of 
Wilmington, Del., served as a 
naval aviator in active service 
during World War II. 
    Mr. Kurkis, who was recently 
interred in the cemetery, was 
awarded the American Theater, 
European Theater, Victory and 
Philippine Independence med-
als.  After the war he graduated 
from Franklin & Marshall 
College, Lancaster. 
     His wife of 63 years, Dor-
othy Meck Kurkis and four 
children survive him.

     The annual Boehm’s Her-
itage Sunday celebration will 
be held  at 4 p.m., Sunday, 
June 23 in the historic chapel.  
The program will begin with 
a brief business meeting 
immediately followed by the 
worship 
service.
    Descen-
dants of 
the Böhm 
family 
whose 
roots hail 
back to 
Lancaster 
County 
are invited 
to attend 
and will 
be rec-
ognized 
prior to the worship service.
    Dr. Anthony Blair, pres-
ident of the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary at 
Myerstown, will be the guest 
speaker.  Dr. Blair has served 
as a pastor throughout south-
central Pennsylvania, primar-
ily with the United Brethren 
in Christ Church, for over 25 
years.  He serves as part-time 
co-senior pastor at Hosanna 

Church in Lititz.
     He earned a doctorate in 
history from Temple Univer-
sity and a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from George Fox 
Evangelical Seminary. He 
has authored four books and 
various articles for Christian 
publications.
     Dr. Blair’s message, titled 
“Honor One Another,” will 
focus on the ecumenical 
spirit of Martin Boehm. 
     Dr. Blair stated, “I’d like 
to explore how he worked 
freely across denominational 
and theological lines, very 
contrary to the spirit of his 
age, and how that might en-
courage us to likewise honor 
each other in the kingdom 
of God. At the seminary, we 
call ourselves ‘boldly, broadly, 
and beautifully evangelical,’ 
and I think Martin Boehm 
lived out each of those three 
adjectives marvelously.”
     Members of the Lancaster 
Hammered Dulcimer Club 
will provide special music. 
     The program is free and 
open to the public.  A time of 
fellowship and a light supper 
will follow the service. 

The 99th resumed the same 
position on the field for the 
third day of battle, then the 
Sigman brothers headed south 
with Co. D as their regiment 
followed in pursuit of Lee’s 

beaten forces.   
     While they were at Brandy 
Station, Va., both Sigman 
brothers reenlisted for three 
more years of service.  As 
veterans they were issued a 
furlough of 35 days. On May 
25, 1864, Henry was wounded 
at Tolopotomy, Va., sustaining 
injuries to his arm and loss of 
bone in his face. 
     The 99th in April, 1865, was 
engaged in savage  battles near 
Appomattox Court House, Va., 
where Gen. Lee surrendered 
his troops to Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant.  On May 23, the men 
of the 99th participated in the 
Grand Review in Washington 
D.C. and were mustered out of 

Dr. Blair will speak
on Heritage Sunday
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Civil War:
Story of
2 soldiers
Continued from Page 3

Above, the tombstone 
for John Charles in the 
Boehm’s Cemetery. At 
right, the stone for Dan-
iel Sigman.

service, July 1, 1865. 
    Daniel M. Sigman returned 
to his home near Boehm’s 
Chapel and married Susan 
Worth, circa 1866.   They 
became the parents of seven 
children and resided in West 
Lampeter Township for most 
of their married lives. 
    Daniel, wife Susan and their 
unmarried daughter Susan 
J., received adult baptism by 
Pastor Henry S. Beale on Dec. 
29, 1895 and were received as 
members in full connection 
of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church on Aug. 9, 1896 in 
Boehm’s Chapel. 
The obituary for Daniel 
Sigman from the Lancaster 

Intelligencer Journal, dated 
November 15, 1921 is partially 
recorded below. 
     “Daniel Sigman, aged 81 
years, died at his home in 
West Lampeter on Monday 
evening at 9:15 o’clock from the 
infirmities of age.” 
      Daniel Sigman’s name is 
listed above that of his brother 
Henry on the bronze wall 
panel, honoring Co. D 99th PA 
Infantry, on the Pennsylvania 
State Memorial on the 
Gettysburg battlefield. Daniel’s 
brother Henry is buried 
approximately one mile from 
Boehm’s Chapel at Willow 
Street Mennonite Cemetery.

Dr. Blair

Civil War vet
is confirmed;
WWII aviator
is interred
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How your
membership
dues help
    Please remember to return your 
membership form for 2013-2014. 
    Membership dues support chapel 
preservation and programs, aid with 
costs of printing and mailing newslet-
ters and allow us to support local evan-
gelical outreaches at Rawlinsville Camp 
Meeting, LUMINA, Homes of Hope and 
the Evangelical Theological Seminary.



Boehm’s Chapel Society
P.O. BOX 272, 13 W. BOEHM RD.

WILLOW STREET, PA 17584

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

    A group of believers has been 
gathering together to pray for 
the spiritual and moral revival 
of the larger Lancaster County 
community  and the success of 
the School of the Circuit Rider 
program. 
     Please visit their 
website: http://www.
buildyourkingdomhere.com/
prayer-gatherings/ for meeting 
sites throughout Lancaster 
County. 

     Meetings will be held the 
third Friday of May, June and 
July at 7 p.m. at Boehm’s Chapel.  
     The heart of Boehm’s Chapel 
is open to the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to bring about the 
spirit of a new revival.  Taken 
from “The Temple of Limestone,”  
by Abram Sangrey: “Let the 
people of God come together 
there again, to gain inspiration 
and to gather power, there to 
reflect and there to pray.  Again 
the door is open because Jesus is 
the doorkeeper.”  
     Related to this effort, and to 
inspire and prepare the younger 
generation to go forth and fulfill 
The Great Commission, “The 
School of the Circuit Rider” in 
connection with Youth With A 
Mission, (YWAM), is coming to 

Lancaster County, Aug. 4-10.  
     Boehm’s Chapel was built 
on the solid foundation of the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ and 
the message of the Methodist 
circuit rider.  
     Prior to the construction 
of the chapel, Martin and Eve 
Boehm’s home was a favorite 
stopping place for the early 
saddlebag ministers including 
America’s first itinerant preacher, 
Robert Strawbridge. 
     Henry, a favored Boehm son, 
became the traveling companion 
of Francis Asbury, the most 
noted American circuit rider.  
     The itinerant preachers 
received hospitality, rest and 
encouragement at the Boehm 
home and chapel and in turn 
many were sent out from 

Boehm’s to spread 
the spirit of revival 
across the young 
nation. 
     The following 
abridged 
information is 
taken from the new 

circuit riders’  website: http://
thecircuitrider.com/about-us/
history/

School of 
the Circuit Rider
     “250 years ago a wild breed 
of men were unleashed into the 
wilderness of America not unlike 
the 12 young, zealous disciples 
that Jesus sent out in Matthew 
chapter 10.  
     Their message: The kingdom 
of God has come, repent, be 
baptized and follow Jesus.   
     Their payment: A mere 60 
dollars a year if anything at all. 
The cost: Their very lives. Fifty 
percent  died before reaching 33 

years old. 
     Their reward: Nothing in 
terms of societal success and yet 
everything in terms of the glory 
of God! These leaders lived for 
a cause greater than themselves. 
They were dangerous to the 
enemy, and powerful in the hand 
of the Almighty God! 
    The same call is going out 
again, God is raising up their 
example for today’s forerunner 
generation! The mode and 

methods have changed, but the 
mandate, message and cost of the 
Circuit Rider remain the same. 
     A generation is responding 
like perhaps never before in 
history. Confident in who Christ 
has called them to be and what 
He has given them, they go forth 
proclaiming freedom to the 
captives.        
     There is immense hope for the 
hardest and the darkest, as this 
generation rises to its feet and 
lays hold of its destiny! 
Our aim is to see leaders who 
will Save, Revive and Multiply! 
      Save: by bringing the lost into 
salvation. Revive: by igniting 
Christians. Multiply: by carrying 
out the dream of God to go into 
all the world, preach His gospel 
and make disciples.” 
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Chapel will play part in county revival drive
Shown is part 
of permanent 
circuit display at 
the Chapel.
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the message of the Methodist 
circuit rider.  
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of the chapel, Martin and Eve 
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stopping place for the early 
saddlebag ministers including 
America’s first itinerant preacher, 
Robert Strawbridge. 
     Henry, a favored Boehm son, 
became the traveling companion 
of Francis Asbury, the most 
noted American circuit rider.  
     The itinerant preachers 
received hospitality, rest and 
encouragement at the Boehm 
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School of 
the Circuit Rider
     “250 years ago a wild breed 
of men were unleashed into the 
wilderness of America not unlike 
the 12 young, zealous disciples 
that Jesus sent out in Matthew 
chapter 10.  
     Their message: The kingdom 
of God has come, repent, be 
baptized and follow Jesus.   
     Their payment: A mere 60 
dollars a year if anything at all. 
The cost: Their very lives. Fifty 
percent  died before reaching 33 

years old. 
     Their reward: Nothing in 
terms of societal success and yet 
everything in terms of the glory 
of God! These leaders lived for 
a cause greater than themselves. 
They were dangerous to the 
enemy, and powerful in the hand 
of the Almighty God! 
    The same call is going out 
again, God is raising up their 
example for today’s forerunner 
generation! The mode and 

methods have changed, but the 
mandate, message and cost of the 
Circuit Rider remain the same. 
     A generation is responding 
like perhaps never before in 
history. Confident in who Christ 
has called them to be and what 
He has given them, they go forth 
proclaiming freedom to the 
captives.        
     There is immense hope for the 
hardest and the darkest, as this 
generation rises to its feet and 
lays hold of its destiny! 
Our aim is to see leaders who 
will Save, Revive and Multiply! 
      Save: by bringing the lost into 
salvation. Revive: by igniting 
Christians. Multiply: by carrying 
out the dream of God to go into 
all the world, preach His gospel 
and make disciples.” 
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Chapel will play part in county revival drive
Shown is part 
of permanent 
circuit display at 
the Chapel.
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