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We have a plan!

First look at proposed auxiliary building
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Shown above is a plan for the proposed auxiliary building.

The board of the Boehm’s
Chapel Society gave its officers
permission late last year to look
into the possibility of erecting
an auxiliary building, which
would contain restrooms, near
the chapel.

As presented by the officers at
the September board meet-
ing, the proposal was to build
a structure that would look
something like the tying shed
that used to stand behind the

chapel. This building was used
to shelter horses in those days
before automobiles.

Donald Dale, of DA Dale
Building Designs, of New Dan-
ville, was commissioned for the
drawings. He quickly presented
a plan and then met with the
officers in early January to dis-
cuss those plans. After hearing
the officers’ mainly positive
reactions to his plan, with some
suggestions, he went back to his

drawing board and developed
an updated set of plans.

The officers took those plans
to the chapel board Jan. 20 and
received permission from those
present to present the plans to
the trustees of the church.

Those plans are reproduced
on pages 1 and 2 of this issue.

The 1,000-square-foot
building will not only contain
bathrooms, but will have men’s

More BUILDING Page 2
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Building:
Proposal
progresses

Continued from Page 1

and women’s dressing rooms
for use by brides, grooms and
wedding parties.

But this can be more than a
restroom-dressing room build-
ing. The largest dressing room,
which is planned for women’s
use, can also be used as a small
meeting room that will hold up
to 25 people. The men’s dressing
room can become an office for
use by the executive director
when she is on site. Chapel
displays and mementoes can be
placed on the walls of those two
rooms. The idea is that those two
rooms will be decorated with
touches that will take visitors
back into the area’s past.

The building, as drawn by Mr.
Dale, would sit on a concrete
slab. The outside will be covered
with either old wood, or wood
made to look old. There could be
a stone foundation ringing three
sides of the building. The front
of the building will be of black
glass to give it the look from a
distance of being open, as an old
tying shed would be.

It is the intention of the
planners to make this a “green”
building. Electricity is on site,
but there is no water or sewer
hookup. Water for use in the
building could be rainwater
captured from the roof. Accord-
ing to Mr. Dale, who spoke to a
Pequea Township sewer officer,
the Chapel board would be
allowed to catch waste in a tank
that would be regularly pumped
according to township regula-
tions.

Solar panels could be added
to the roof to provide heat.

The location?

Probably in an area just past
where the utility shed sits now.
That shed would be moved to
another location. Because the
proposed building is to be 36 feet
wide and 28 feet deep, it would
be too close to the cemetery if
placed where the shed is now.
The building also includes a
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Above, drawing
by Don Dale
shows a side view
of the proposed
building. Below
is the front view.
At left, an old
postcard

shows the
tying shed
(in boxed
area) that
once sat
behind

the Chapel.

porch covered by a 6-foot
overhang.

What would this building
cost? According to figures
presented by Mr. Dale, it will
be in the $200,000 range.
That figure does not include
landscaping or adding to the
driveway, which would be
necessary.

On Jan. 27, the plan was
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presented to the Boehm’s
United Methodist Church
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trustees. They had numerous
questions:

1. Should there be a basement
under the building for storage?
The question will be raised with
Mr. Dale to find out the advan-
tages and the expense.

2. Will the old wood siding
hold up or need continual main-
tenance and repair? This will also
be studied. Composite woods are

available.

3. Who will pay for the
upkeep and insurance for the
building? The Chapel Society
will cover those and any other
related expenses.

The Society will also pay to
have the building constructed.

The trustees gave the Chapel
Society permission to continue

its planning. Chapel President
Marv Adams said he will stay in
touch with the trustees.

There is a great deal of work
to be done and a number of
regulatory groups to get through,
including the Eastern Pennsyl-
vania Conference of the United
Methodist Church.
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From Bohm to Boehm and Beam
Part 1: The long road from Europe to America and Canada.

The article that follows is the
first of several that will be made
available on the origins of the
B6hm family connected with
Boehm’s Chapel and the Lan-
caster County immigrants Jacob
and Rudolph B6hm. Additional
excerpts will appear in successive
newsletters. The information is
presented to provide the most
accurate account available to
date for Bohm descendants and
to hopefully dispel much of the
erroneous information that has
been posted on various genealo-
gy research websites.

Research continues in an
attempt to find European records

. for Jacob
Additional  Bshm, (1693-
excerpts will 1781 )t astdoes

= investigation

appear ".I of the Bohm
S“ccesswe European
newsletters. migration
using data

supplied by the Boehm/Beam
DNA project. It is the hope of
the Chapel Society that exciting
new insights may be available by
2016 when Bohm descendants,
the Chapel Society and church
congregation will celebrate the
225th anniversary of Boehm’s
Chapel. Details about the 225th
anniversary celebration and

a possible anniversary book
will be made available prior to
the event. Bohm descendants,
please mark your calendars to
gather at Boehm’s Chapel, the
fourth Sunday of June, Heritage
Sunday 2016.

The below information is
reprinted with the permission of
Lawrence A. Beam who spon-
sored the research of R. Robert
Mutrie. The original manuscript
was written in 1997.

Beam Branches:
R. Robert Mutrie

Introduction

In preparing this draft of
the Beam ancestral records, I
researched the many sources in
the collection of Lawrence R.

Beam, of Stevensville, Ontario,
and family historians James A.
and Dorothy Galloway. These
included a blend of family tradi-
tions recorded by earlier descen-
dant historians plus deeds and
other documents of Pennsylva-
nia. For the Canadian period,

I researched the early records

of this province, including land
petitions, deed and wills.

I mined these sources looking
for the solid jewels of family
information and found many.
The tradition of the Beam family
places the ancestors in some
of the most important events
and migration in world histo-
ry. These included the Palatine
migration to found the Menno-
nite communities of southcentral
Pennsylvania and the Loyalist
movement to Upper Canada

after the American Revolution.
This manuscript includes men-
tion of some of the world events
through which a particular
generation lived, making them
people of their times.

For the period in Europe and
the migration to America, I was
particularly influenced by the
writing of Rev. Henry Boehm, a
grandson of the immigrant Jacob
Bohm. For the succeeding years
in Pennsylvania, we had the
advantage of many family doc-
uments researched and contrib-
uted by James A. and Dorothy
Galloway. Iincluded material
from a variety of authors in
Upper Canada; I was particularly
influenced by the compilation of
Donald C. Beam who collected
documents and stories of the
early days.

P/Joto by Bet/.) Razlmg

Shown is St. Vitus, St. Wenceslas and St. Adalbert Cathedral within Prague Castle. It
contains tombs of many Bohemian kings and Holy Roman emperors. It is in the region
known as as Boehmia, homeland of the Boehms.

A History of Beam:

Research and Writing
of Rev. Henry Boehm

The earliest Beam family
historian to publish an account
of his European and American
ancestry was Rev. Henry Boehm
(1775-1875), author of “Rem-
iniscences of Henry Boehm.
The book was first published
in 1865 when the Rev. Boehm
was 90 years old, followed by
an expanded edition published
by Nelson & Phillips (New
York 1875) when Henry was 99
years old. A reprint of the 1875
edition was issued at Lancaster,
Pa., in 1982.

Rev. Boehm’s book inter-

More HENRY Page 4
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Book: By Henry Boehm

Continued from Page 3

mixed long detail concerning the
evolution of religion in general
with his travels through Amer-
ica and Canada as a preacher

in particular.
Amongst the
rhetoric are
gleanings of
the Boehm
family history
from 17th cen-
tury Switzer-
land down to
the reverend’s
own life and
times.

He men-
tioned his
first known
ancestor Jacob
Boehm (I) in

storage areas not accessible to
the public. Not even the census-
es, the basic building blocks of
the genealogist, were accessible
to the writers of the 19th century
and the early part of
the 20th. As a result,
whatever family lore
was published back
then became accepted
as “gospel” by descen-
dants for decades,
right or wrong.

The Beam family
had several family
historians in the
early 20th centu-
ry, although none
published a book of
their works. In 1919,
Professor Jacob L
Beam of Princeton

aparagraph  This painting of Henry ]Ii g:;rvil:ztznaljgm L

about his Boehm hangs in the arly account of the

%rte}?t—glran(li)— “new” church. origins of the Beam
ather Jaco .

Bochm (I1) family surname and

who wandered from Switzerland
to Zweibriicken, Pfalz, Germany.
Much more detail was given of
the migration of the Palatines

to America and Rev. Boehm’s
grandfather Jacob (IIT). We are
indebted to this author for writ-
ing down the family traditions.
Although he was just a child
when his grandfather died, Rev.
Boehm remembered him and
would have also heard the family
accounts from his father, a son of
the immigrant.

Evolution into the

20th Century

Family history blended with
broader historical interpreta-
tion was the genre of the period
of writing down to the 1880s.
Finally in that decade, genealog-
ical writing came into its own,
distinct from historical subjects.
Unlike the case of Rev. Boehm’s
work, those later authors were
much further removed from
their earliest ancestral subjects,
recording traditions that had
been passed down through
several more generations. There
was much greater chance for
embellishment and misquotes.
Official documents generally
gathered dust in government

then expanded on
the family in America using the
official documents available at
the time. His sources included
the family land and court records
housed at the state capital in
Harrisburg and in Reading, Pa.,
and local church registers. He
presented his paper at a family
reunion held in Pennsylvania on
Sept. 20, 1919
and this was

R & 1" 0 30 60km b
7:1\..3 0 30 somi
GERMANY

POLAND

PRAGUE, = K%

Pizet EN‘ A o Ostrava y :
d O‘A omouc, , Moravian
Ceske MORAVI4

Budgjovice

SLOVAKIA

e~

AUSTRIA

HUNGARY
@ I
! !

Professor Beam’s paper. There
was a considerable amount of
theory added to their section on
the European ancestry based on
scant new research. The authors
came into contact with a Herr
O. Boehm in Switzerland and
theorized on family origins in
that country. This part of Boehm
and Beam’s manuscript is to be
considered in that light.

Working independently over
many years, Donald C. Beam
(1899-1970) collected papers and
stories of the Canadian family
and made a major new addition
to Beam family writing ... of the
family migration to Upper Cana-
da. This collection was included
in a compilation prepared by his
son, John Beam.

Another Canadian descen-
dant whose father settled in
Michigan, Warren B. Beam
(born 1861) wrote an account
speculating on the German

shortly after-
wards published
in The New Era
newspaper.

About

this time, M.
Stanley Boehm
and Donald

C. Beam took
an interest in
their anteced-
ents. Together,
they wrote an

Shown above is the signature of Martin
“Bohm” on his will. Below, the name on

the front of the will, written by an official
became “Beam.” Two different spelling of his
last name on one document.

undated man-
uscript, which
included some
of Professor
Beam’s material
on the origins,
extracting and
interpreting the
early ancestral
mentions in
Rev. Boehm’s
book and in

ancestry. His next section about
the Pennsylvania ancestry had
some documentation including
references to a number of family
deeds and wills he had found.
The unpublished manuscript,
which he wrote during the
1930s, is in the Donald C. Beam
compilation.

For the past two decades
Lawrence R. Beam, Wayne A.
Beam, James A. Galloway and
his wife, Dorothy Galloway,
have been collecting works of
previous authors and research-
ing documentary records of the
family ancestry. Their generous
contribution of their voluminous
family information is gratefully
acknowledged. R. Robert Mutrie
has been supplying Canadian
documents and compiling all of
the available family data for the
planned Beam genealogy book.

Origins of the Beam
Family Name

When Canadian ancestor
Abraham Beam left Pennsylvania
with his wife, Barbara, and his
son Martin, arriving at Welland
County, Upper Canada, in 1788,
he completed a transition in the
spelling of his surname, which
had been evolving for centuries
in Switzerland and then Penn-
sylvania.

Immigrant ancestor Jacob,
who came to Pennsylvania
in 1712, signed his surname
“Bohm” and “Bohme,” with
the Germanic umlauts over
the “0” The nearest equivalent
spelling that we have in the
English language is “Boehm” or
“Boehme” In Pennsylvania, the
shorter form without the final
“e” was generally adopted by the
family. To pronounce an “0”
with an umlaut, one forms the
mouth, lips and tongue to say “0’,
but then says “e” instead. The

nearest literal pronunciation is
“Beam” and that plus “Behm”
was the spelling finally given
by English officials in colonial
court and land records. The
Mennonite church ministers,
themselves German, often

still continued the old way of
spelling.

Bohm is a Germanic name

meaning “A Bohemian,” or
“the Bohemian,” a native of

More NAME Page 4
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Contact us

Boehm’s Chapel Society main-
ains a website:
www.boehmschapel.org/

You can also contact Execu-
tive Director Dolores Myers at:
boehmschapel@gmail.com.

Names:

Change

Continued from Page 4

province of Bohemia or of
“Boehmen” in its German form.
The Bohemian nationality was
actually Czech, a distinctive
race of people dating back

to the Roman Empire. For
centuries Bohemia was the
northwestern part of the Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire on the
border marches of Germany.
After World War I, the con-
cluding Treaty of Versailles gave
the Czechs national status and
Bohemia formed the western
region of Czechoslovakia. The
province is now a large part of

the Czech
ne!' Blleh!!le, Republic
Wwritten Bohm, alongits
and the name  order

- with Ger-

stayed with 1,
the family. The

Beam

family historians earlier [in the
20th] century suggested that a
Boehme with an unpronounce-
able Czech surname moved
from his Bohemian home to
Switzerland far back in the
past. Unique in his chosen area
because of his foreign nation-
ality, he became known as “the
Bohemian” Der Boehme,
written Bohm, and the name
stayed with the family. Natu-
rally, because the name refers
to a national origin, there may
have been several unrelated
families with the same name in
Switzerland.

An early example of a
prominent figure being known
by such a name was the wife
of crusader King Richard IT of
England (1377-99), Anne de
Boehme, or Anne of Bohemia.
Two famous men of the sur-
name include: Martin Behaim,

the geographer and friend of
Columbus, and Jakob Behme, a
shoemaker who gained fame as
the philosopher and mystic of
Gorlitz in Silesia (1575-1624).
[There is no documentation
linking Jakob Behme of Silesia
with the Lancaster County
Boehm family.]

In the move to Pennsylvania
during the early 1700s, the fam-
ily name underwent Angliciza-
tion when encountered by the

Photo by Kathleen Lapp - Essence Photography

77amgs are coming up roses

The marriage of former Boehm’s Chapel Society execu-
tive director Janice Sherick and Harold Ulmer was held
on Dec. 21, bringing the 2013 chapel wedding season to
a close. In the photo above, the new Mr. and Mrs. Ulmer
are pictured being showered by rose petals as they exit
the chapel. The ceremony was peformed by Mary Eliza-
beth Hoskins, a retired pastor of Boehm’s.

English-speaking officials who
had difficulty in enunciating
the name correctly. The umlaut
symbol over the “0” was foreign
to them and the name became
Boehm, then Beam. Once the
spelling became an established
fact in official records, the
family began to adopt it in their
signatures. Ancestor Abraham
of Willoughby Township, Upper
Canada, was among those who
wrote “Beam” as his surname.

Barb Piscitello as Susanna
Wesley at Chapel on June 22.

Heritage Sunday

will host ‘mom’

of the Wesleys

An interpretation of the
life of Susanna Wesley.

The 33rd annual Boehm’s
Chapel Society Heritage Sunday
Celebration is scheduled for 4
p.m., Sunday, June 22.

Barb Piscitello, director of
Christian education at West
Lawn United Methodist Church
will fill the pulpit to interpret the
life of Susanna Wesley.

Wesley (1669-1742) is known
as the “Mother of Methodism.
Guided by the early childhood
teachings of their mother, Susan-
na, two sons, John and Charles,
would in adulthood become
influential in leading the Meth-
odist reformation movement in
18th-century England.

Barb, a lifelong Methodist,
originally from Levittown, Pa.,
now resides in West Lawn with
Frank, her husband of 41 years.
Barb states her life has been
spent involved with education
in the church. In addition to
serving as director of Christian
education she is a Christ servant
minister at West Lawn UMC,
Berks County. Pa.

A Sunday school teacher
for 35 years, Barb has also led
seminars and classes on the
fundamentals of Sunday school
teaching. In addition to teaching
she also leads music in the
church and Sunday School.

Barb states, “About 10 years
ago I was asked to present a pro-
gram about our early Methodist
heritage and the ‘dramatization’
of Susanna Wesley was born”
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Circuit riders

back in saddle

A young womans prayer time ignites
a movement by Youth with a Mission.

By Elizabeth Mills

A remarkable experience that
began in one young woman’s
prayer time is impacting people
and cities around the globe now.
“How can this be and what does
it have to do with Boehms?” you
may wonder. Let me explain.

In July 2010, a young woman
in Youth with a Mission was
earnestly seeking God in prayer
when God answered her in a
dramatic way. She saw a heaven-
ly messenger dressed in clothes
like those worn in colonial
America and he was wearing a
messenger bag and spoke to her
about several things including
reformation. Her description of
the encounter continues:

“Next he said that the Lord
was releasing ‘circuit riders’
again. I saw these different
circuits and this wild-eyed
revivalist declaring the gospel.

I saw these lines of fire igniting
wherever they rode”

Now, you and I probably
know what circuit riders are, but
trust me, this young woman did
not, nor did her team of leaders.
They had never heard of circuit
riders!

A lot of negative things are
going on in our culture these
days, but if you have feared for,
or doubted this younger gener-
ation, that can cease. Wait until
you hear what happened next!
This band of “Youth” with a mis-
sion did their homework about
circuit riders and the previous
Great Awakenings, studying long
and hard, learning about Francis
Asbury and the likes of Martin

Elizabeth lives in view of the
Chapel. She oversees the “Build
Your Kingdom Here” website. She
attended the Circuit Rider School in
August 2013 and January 2014.

Boehm. [Martin Boehm shel-
tered many circuit riders and his
son, Henry, rode with Asbury.]
They gleaned much inspiration
and challenge from the lives of
these men who sacrificed so
much long ago — so much so
that an entire movement and a
series of books has ensued.

As written in their book,
“Culture of Revival,” published
in 2012, they expound on what
their research revealed:

“The culture of Asbury’s
life was radical, selfless, and
sacrificial. He was dedicated to
the Word of God. He was broken
for the lost and he drew his
vitality from deep intimacy with
God. ... These men [speaking
of the circuit riders] knew they
were signing up for martyr-
dom, very few earthly rewards
and for most of them a life of
celibacy. Yet they considered
it a great honor to be a circuit
rider...They were unrelenting in
hope and determination to see
America bless God, so that God
might bless America... child-like
faith marked the riders and was
imparted into a fledgling nation
that would need faith for many
coming hardships”

Much of the culture of the
riders was based on a simple love
for Jesus, a radical life of holi-
ness, a deep love for people and
a belief that simple obedience
could change history.

After much prayer, the
YWAM (Youth with a Mission)
leaders started “Circuit Rider”
training schools which would
be modeled after these heroes
of the past. These schools have
now been held all over the world.
They equip others to live lives of
holiness and passionate love and
to take the simple gospel and
share it through their everyday
lives. Over the last few years,
they have held schools in many

o~
¥~ SAVE THE LDST.

CIRCUIT RIDERS PRESENTS
LANCASTER

ABLAZE

UNITING THE REGION IN WORSHIP
AND PRAYER FOR UNPRECEDENTED
H_REIIT!IIIIIEH IN 2014 AND BEYOND

The Circuit Riders will return to Lancaster County this fall.

places including: Los Angeles,
Kansas City, South Africa, Nor-
way, Fiji, Austin,Texas, Orlando,
Fla., Washington, D.C, and yes,
Lancaster, Pa.

Last spring, the Circuit Riders
traveled to Uganda, where more
than 500 people were saved in
a predominantly Muslim area
and blind eyes were opened. In
August 2013, the YWAM Circuit
Rider school came to Lancast-
er city for a week of training
and outreach. Session topics
included breaking off “passiv-
ity” and the age-old enemy of
“unbelief” from our spiritual
lives and developing an “un-of-
fendable heart” so that true
unity is possible within the Body
of Christ. Everyone practiced
preaching the gospel to their
small teams before hitting the
streets. Over 300 people gave
their lives to Jesus on the streets
of Lancaster, many others were
physically healed and at least two
local young women cancelled

Ephrata Commumity Chureh
70 cm-s::imx_ Rd

ously scheduled appointments
for abortions after encountering
a Circuit Rider who prayed for
them and their unborn children.

A small band of these modern
“wild-eyed revivalists” came
worshiping to Boehm’s Chapel,
listening to powerful stories of
old and praying proclamation
prayers for a fresh visitation of
love and power in this hour.
Some lingered prayerfully at
the gravesite of Martin Boehm.
These modern Circuit Riders
radically believe that personal
dedication to God, His love and
personal holiness coupled with
complete obedience can change
the world. Their motto is: Re-
vive the Saved, Save the Lost and
Train them All!

So I guess what remains is the
very personal challenge for us.
If all this has resulted from one
young woman in her prayer clos-
et...what ELSE does the Father
have yet to say to and through
you and me? Let’s ask Him.
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Chapel
in snowy
2013-14

There have been
recent years when
winters have been so
mild that it has been
difficult getting nice
pictures of the Chapel
in the snow.

Not so this winter.

Pastor Chris Eden,
of Boehm’s United
Methodist Church, has
been out with his cam-
era, capturing these
views of the Chapel.

His subjects includ-
ed a band of sledders
who congregated at
the Chapel and did
their sledding down
the steep hill on the
Frey farm.
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The Past

Here are items taken from the

administrative board minutes

of Boehm’s United Methodist
Church over the years:

1929
March 4 — Moved to have
telephone installed in parsonage.
1931
Feb. 2 — 500 programs were
printed for 140th anniversary
services held from Feb.
22-March 2.
1933
Oct. 2 — Decided by all
present to have an oyster supper

Sunday Oct. 9 to Nov. 4. Moved
& 2nd to keep all wood on
the church grounds for use in
heating our church.

1943

Jan. 2 — $7.50 bill presented

for devotional gift books for
boys in the armed service.

1947

Feb. 5 — Bill for window

glass and putty (for Chapel)
$3.22, oranges for Sunday
School Christmas $6.50, Sunday
School Christmas candy $25.31
Bro[ther] Ira Hackman reports
the painting of the church will
be started as soon as possible.
Vote of thanks given Landis
Eshleman for wood and “coles”
furnished the church.

and passed [that] the sec’y write
a letter of thanks to Sec’y of

H. Way, Ray F Smock, Senator
Fred Homsher and Landis Shank
for their interest shown and

help in moving the proposed
new highway so it would

not interfere with our church
property.”

1948

Feb. 1 — Special meeting
held after preaching to decide
on some work yet to be done on
repairs. Motion made the pews
be refinished. Motion made the
ventilators in roof be covered
either inside or outside, to keep
snow from blowing in. Motion
made we have a week of special

L]
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in the church basement on Nov. 1948 service after Easter Sunday
NCWS From 11. This date was changed on Jan. 7 — “A motion made when we will have the Smiths

from York for special singing
and secure some local preachers.
1959

Jan. 25 — It was reported
that vandals broke into the
Old Chapel. Damage to
songbooks, the organ, furniture
and the lock on the door was
discovered. Trustees are to
consider this matter and bring
recommendations to the board.

1960

March 11 — A motion
was made to rent a cottage at
Rawlinsville Camp for the pastor
with the rent of $40. The tents
in the circle are being replaced
with cottages. It was the desire
of the board to keep our same
spot by renting a cottage.





