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If you have Böhm, Beam, 
Beahm, Beahms or Boehm 
ancestors or an interest in 
the history of the Böhm and 
interrelated families, you 
will be excited to learn that 
two devoted Böhm descen-
dants have been spending 
countless hours painstak-
ingly entering data collected 
by Jim Galloway and his 
late wife Dorothy for future 
publication.

The current Böhm (the 
Germanic spelling of the 
family name will be used 
to represent the collective 
descendants of immigrant, 
Jacob Böhm) projects 
were inspired by the 100 
spiralbound notebooks in 
which Dorothy collected 
information, news articles 
and correspondence from 
Böhm descendants scat-
tered throughout the United 
States and Canada. Jim 
and Dorothy began their 
research in 1976. However, 
it was after Dorothy’s retire-

Going
out on
a limb
Researchers 
discovering 
Böhm family 
members and 
their stories.

Please see FAMILY TREES, page 2

ment in 1979 when they re-
ally hit the road visiting local 
libraries, cemeteries and 
gathering oral family histo-
ries. Jim estimates at least 20 
years were spent in gathering 
Böhm information.

Lawrence Beam of 
Ontario, Canada recently 
completed Chapter XXV of 
the Canadian Beam book on 
which he is working. Law-
rence offers this snapshot of 
his Beam ancestors and how 
his family ties to those who 
settled in Lancaster County.

“In 1788 Abraham Beam 
(my fourth great-grandfa-
ther), left Lancaster County 
... and moved to Canada, 
with his second wife, Bar-
bara Herr Nissley, and their 
youngest child Martin who 
was 14 years old. Abraham 
was an older son of the im-
migrant Jacob Böhm and his 
wife Barbara Kendig who 
had come to America around 
1715 from The Palatinate in 
Germany. Abraham, who was 
68 years of age, was moving 
to the unbroken wilderness 
in a young country. They left 
in a caravan of Conestoga 
wagons with other people and 
their livestock, for the rugged 
journey following the Susque-
hanna River into northern PA 
and then through New York 
state to the Niagara Frontier 
near Buffalo. Here they 
crossed the Niagara River 
by Grand Island. Abraham 
picked a spot to settle right 
on the Niagara River at the 
confluence of Black Creek 
and eventually he and his 
son Martin received crown 
grants of 1,450 acres of land.

“Abraham left a large 
family behind in Pennsylva-
nia and Ohio. From his first 
wife (name unknown), he 
had at least 7 children: Jacob, 
Abraham, Samuel, Tobias, 
John, Rebecca and Esther, all 
born from c. 1745 to c. 1763. 
As well, with his second wife 
Barbara, he had at least five 
children including Martin 
for a total of possibly 12 in 

all. One of these older boys 
may have been Joseph, born 
in 1770 in Lancaster County, 
who married Rosanna [name 
unknown] and later moved 
to Adams County, Ohio. 
One of the girls may have 
been named Susannah. This 
second family would have 
been born after 1764 when 
Abraham married Barbara 
(after his first wife died), to 
1774 when Martin was born. 
These children would have 
been old enough and had ties 
to PA and consequently only 
Martin left with his parents. 
The other children from his 
first marriage had already 
married and settled in other 
parts of the state including 
western PA.”

Diana Lynn Beahm of 
Idaho Falls, Idaho has en-
listed the aid of family and 
friends in an attempt to scan 
all of Dorothy’s American 
Böhm information into her 
computer. An update on the 
current status of Lynn’s work, 
as of January 2011, follows.

“With the completed 
preservation through digital 
scanning of the 53 Ameri-
can Boehm/Beam binders 
collected by Jim and the 
late Dorothy Galloway, we 
have begun the next step of 
indexing. We are presently 
consulting with professional 

genealogists and computer 
technicians to finalize the 
best approach in accomplish-
ing this task. Given time and 
resources, the long-range 
goal is to make this genealogy 
available through Boehm’s 
Chapel website and/or hard-
bound book form.”

While both remain works 
in progress, Böhm cousins 
and Boehm’s Chapel Society 
owe a sincere debt of thanks 
to Lawrence and Diana for 
hours of dedicated work to 
bring each respective project 
closer to fruition. Updates 
regarding the future publica-
tions will be reported as they 
become available, via the 
society newsletter.

To contact as many 
descendants of immigrant 
Jacob Böhm and interrelated 
families as possible, we are 
asking for help. If you have 
relatives who are not receiv-
ing our newsletter and can 
supply names and current 
addresses, we will gladly add 
them to our mailing list. Our 
goal is to reach out to new 
generations of Böhm cousins 
in 2011.

While proclaiming the sav-
ing grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is first and foremost 
the aim of Boehm’s Chapel 
Society, it is also our desire to 
serve as a center of visita-
tion for Böhm descendants, 
offer a home base for family 
gatherings, and provide a 
repository for Böhm related 
artifacts and family histories.

Please feel free to con-
tact us with family stories, 
anecdotes, copies of historical 
documents, photographs, etc. 
All information will become 
part of the Boehm Chapel 
Society archives and will 
not be used as part of any pub-
lication without the written 
permission of the donor.

The Chapel Society will 
be glad to announce plans 
for upcoming Böhm family 
reunions in our quarterly 
newsletters. Please feel free 
to send information via our 
e-mail or postal addresses.n

Continued from Page One

Family trees:
Searching for Böhm branches

The tree that was planted for the 200th-anniversary celebration and rededication of Boehm’s Chapel in 
1991 stands sentry on a snowy day.

Dolores Myers

GIFTS AND 
DONATIONS
nFollowing are the list of gifts and 
donations given by the Boehm’s Chapel 
Society in 2010:

Boehm’s UM:  $43,282 to resurface and 
reline  parking lot ; church reimbursed 
Society $7,830 of that total. 
LUMINA: $15,000; 
Rawlinsville Camp Meeting: $10,000; 
Evangelical Theological Seminary for 
Wesley Forum: $5,000; 
Boehm’s UMC (maintenance): $2,500; 
Willow Street Fire Company: $300; 
Susquehanna Valley EMS: $300;

nLove gift donations: 
Alan Holiday Memorial Fund, First UMC, 
Lancaster: $5,000; 
 Jane and Bill Schultz Memorial, 
Grandview UMC: $5,000; 
Erma Mae Yrigoyen Memorial: $500; 
In honor of District Superintendent Jim 
Todd: $100;

nFollowing are professional 
memberships/donations: 
Museum Council of Lancaster County: 
$150; 
Hess Historians: $100; 
Historic Preservation Trust: $75; 
PA Federation Museum & Historical 
Society: $55; 
Lancaster Mennonite Hist. Society: $50; 
Grave Concerns (Hess): $25; 
Strawbridge Shrine: $25; 
The Historical Society of Eastern PA 
Conference: $20; 
Conestoga Area Historical Society: $20; 
Hans Herr House: $20.

FAMILY HISTORY 
CONFERENCE
Interested in ways to learn more 
about your family history:

Lancaster Mennonite Historical 
will host the 32nd Family History 
Conference, “New Ways to Reach 
Our Roots,” Saturday, April 2, 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Double 
Tree Resort, 2400 Willow Street 
Pike, Lancaster. For additional 
information please visit their 
website at www.lmhs.org or to 
register contact Peggy Erb at 
717-393-9745 or e-mail perb@
lmhs.org. Registration deadline is 
March 15.

Rawlinville Camp Meeting 
spiritual director and Boehm’s 
Chapel Society board member, 
the Rev. Mike Sigman, has 
announced the schedule for pre-
camp prayer meetings. 

Included is a prayer meeting 
at 7 p.m., Sunday, May 22, at the 
chapel. All are invited.

Prayer meeting
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and spent time serving the 
Delmarva Peninsula recorded: 
“I was pursued by the wicked, 
knocked down, and left almost 
dead on the highway, my face 
scarred and bleeding and then 
imprisoned.” Nine years later, it 
was Freeborn Garrettson who 
was sent out “like an arrow” to 
summon as many preachers as 
possible to the Christmas Con-
ference of 1784. Garrettson’s 
journal entry, which describes 
that event states: “My dear 
master enabled me to ride 
about twelve hundred miles in 
about six weeks and preach go-
ing and coming constantly.”

A typical newly appointed 
circuit rider was young and 
poor, but very self-reliant. He 
was unmarried and uneducated 
which was in direct contrast 
with the theologically edu-
cated ministers of established 
colonial churches. He rose to 
the calling because he was filled 
with an extreme devotion to 
spreading the good news of the 
saving grace of The Lord Jesus 
Christ. The main qualification 
of a circuit rider was not educa-
tion but the enthusiasm to win 
souls.

Methodist circuit riders 
received on the job training 
and little pay. It is reported 
that Asbury paid his Methodist 
traveling preachers $60 a year 
at a time when Congregational 
pastors were receiving $400. 
Asbury himself never earned 
more than $80 in one year.

All in the saddlebags
Members of the travel-

ing clergy carried only what 
could fit inside their saddle-
bags. Items listed as possibly 
included in saddlebags of the 
traveling preacher are; a few 
books, including the Bible, 
a hymn book, Doctrines and 
Disciplines of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and possibly 
Wesley’s sermons; a change of 
linen, writing materials, a pen-
knife, a pocket sized notebook 
for use as a diary, a tinder-box, 
flint and steel to start a fire, a 
compass, eating utensils and 
a small sundry of medicinal 
concoctions. In the other part 
was stored oats for his horse. 
Saddlebags also served as pil-
lows when no shelter was found 
for the night.

An account from Reminis-
cences describes an unfortu-
nate accident that happened 
to Henry Boehm’s saddlebags. 
Describing an incident when 
the bishop’s horse became 
mired in the mud of the Cape 
Fear River bank, Henry relates, 
“The bishop’s saddle bags were 
fastened to his saddle, mine 
were not, and they floated down 
the stream. I felt much anxiety 
until I recovered them, as I had 
many dollars in them belonging 
to the Book Room. Our clothes, 
books and manuscripts were all 
well soaked. We spent hours in 
drying them, and then started 
on our journey.”

On May 5, 1804, Francis As-
bury wrote to Zachary Myles of 
Baltimore:

“My riding a slim brute for 
15,000 miles in three years will 
admit me to carry only a few 
shirts, 2 books, the minutes, and 
my Journal, only a second pan-
taloon, so that 30 pound weight 
is heavy for me. I must stretch 
my blanket for a tent, and bed, 
upon the earth, if need be.”

A typical circuit was pre-
dominantly rural and covered 
between a 200 and 500-mile 
circumference. The travel-
ing preacher was expected to 
complete the circuit every two 
to six weeks with the average 
being a four-week circuit. The 
daily pace was grueling and 
continued on in spite of the 
hardships of route, pestilence 
or weather. The phrase, “There 
is nothing out today but crows 
and Methodist preachers,” 
became a cliché during stormy 
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Saddlebag preacher, itiner-
ant minister, circuit rider, 
traveling clergy, are various 
names applied to those relent-
less saints of God who trav-
eled the Methodist circuits on 
horseback to spread the story 
of salvation across the Ameri-
can wilderness.

The concept of the circuit 
originated in English Method-
ism with founder, John Wesley 
who proclaimed, “The world is 
my parish.”

As noted in the accompany-
ing article relating to Heritage 
Sunday 2011, Robert Straw-
bridge, who arrived in the 
colonies in 1764, is credited 
as the first of the American 
circuit riders

It is however the tireless 
and devoted Francis Asbury 
who is considered to be fore-
most among the American 
Methodist traveling clergy. 
Appointed as co-superinten-
dent (later Asbury would use 
the term bishop), at the Christ-
mas Conference of 1784, he 
would become known as, “The 
Father of American Method-
ism.” Asbury led by example. 
He did not ask anything of his 
clergy to which he himself did 
not adhere.

It is estimated that in 
Asbury’s lifetime he preached 
upwards of 16,000 sermons, 
ordained more than 4,000 
preachers, attended 224 annual 
conferences, and traveled an 
estimated 270,000 miles on 
horseback with several horses 
reportedly dying under him. 
When he grew too feeble for the 
saddle he continued on by car-
riage. In 1816 as the end of his 
earthly life approached, Asbury 
was still driven by his relentless 
desire to bring one more soul 
to Christ. In spite of suffering 
from persistent headaches, 
arthritis, tuberculosis and liver 
failure, he continued to perse-
vere in circumventing his 5,000-
mile annual circuit.

Through his example, the 
brotherhood of traveling 
preachers that he commis-
sioned was instilled with the 
same self-denial and dedication 
in winning lost souls to Christ.

Boehm was confidant
In 1808, Henry Boehm, 

youngest son of Martin and 
Eve Boehm, was chosen as 
Asbury’s confidant and trav-
eling companion. This was a 
position Boehm maintained for 
five years. In “Reminiscences,’ 
Henry records many of the 
hardships and difficulties faced 
while traveling with Asbury.

The following is transcribed 
from Henry’s entries: “Mr. As-
bury believed a bishop should 
travel through every part of his 
diocese, and as far as possible 
acquaint himself with every 
part of his work.

“We commenced our 

southern and Western tour, 
Such a doleful, fearful ride few 
bishops ever had, and it was one 
calculated to make the traveler 
rejoice when at the end of his 
journey. Asbury at that time, 
in consequence of infirmities, 
rode in a sulky and I on horse-
back. Sometimes I would ride 
before him and then in the rear. 
We would occasionally change 
when he was tired, or the roads 
very rough.” (In a correspond-
ing entry found in Asbury’s 
journal, he records, “Brother 
Boehm was thrown from the 
sulky, but providentially not a 
bone broken.”)

Continuing from “Reminis-
cences”: “We had been accus-
tomed to muddy roads, rocks, 
hills, mountains, gulfs, rapids, 
dangerous streams, but this 
route excelled them all for dif-
ficulty and danger. We traveled 
several hours in the rain and 
gained nine miles.

“It poured all night. The 
next morning we proceeded 
through the solitary woods, 
that had been the abode of 
Indians, and where the wild 
beast still found a home, 
through deep mud, over huge 
rocks and lofty hills, down 
deep gulleys…”

Of this journey Bishop 
Asbury makes the following 
mournful record: “We must 
needs come the Northumber-
land road; it is an awful wilder-
ness. Alas! Read and prayed 
in the woods. I leave the rest 
to God.”

The journals of other 
devoted circuit riders likewise 
describe hazardous travels, 
inclement weather, lack of 
food and shelter as well as 
persecution.

Freeborn Garrettson, who 
entered the ministry in 1775 

Spreading word on horseback
Methodist circuit riders rode thousands of miles through the worst 
conditions to reach the people. Two are buried near the Chapel.

Dressed as a circuit rider, a young man kneels at the grave of William Jessop near the Chapel.

Please see CIRCUIT RIDERS, page A4

Continued from Page 3
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Laura Apostol, curator 
of the Strawbridge Shrine, 
in New Windsor, Md., will 
serve as guest speaker for 
Boehm’s Chapel Heritage 
Sunday on June 26.

The Maryland Straw-
bridge Shrine is listed as 
the “Home of American 
Methodism.” According to 
the Encyclopedia Britanni-
ca, the first of the American 
circuit riders was Robert 
Strawbridge, who arrived 
in the colonies in 1764.

In Wakeley’s “Remi-
niscences, Historical and 
Biographical of Rev. Henry 
Boehm,” published in 1875, 
a sketch of Robert Straw-
bridge proclaims him, “the 
apostle of Methodism in 
Maryland.” Henry records, 
“I heard Strawbridge 
preach at my father’s house 
in 1781 and am the only man 
now living that has a per-
sonal recollection of him.”

Laura will expand on 
the life of Strawbridge, his 
wife Elizabeth and their 
early work in Maryland 
and beyond leading souls 
to Christ. Laura has been 
involved in the United 
Methodist Church since 

1968 and has taken over 200 
hours of classes in theology 
and preaching, along with 
50 hours in classes relating 
to domestic violence. Laura 
attends Mount Zion Church 
in Finksburg, Md., and is 
involved with the choir and 
the administrative council. 
She has served as curator at 
the Strawbridge Shrine in 
since June of 2005.

Music at the session will 
celebrate the Irish heritage 
of Robert Strawbridge. It 
will be provided by Alice 
Lauver, pianist and Kelly 
Lefever, flutist.

Heritage Sunday 2011 
will begin with a brief 
business meeting at 4 
p.m. Boehm descendants 
are asked to register with 
James Galloway, honorary 
lifetime director, prior to 
the beginning of the pro-
gram. Following the service 
a light meal will be provided 
in the church fellowship 
hall.

Visit http://strawbridge-
shrine.org/ for additional 
information on Robert and 
Elizabeth Strawbridge and 
The Strawbridge Shrine.

Curator of shrine
to first circuit rider
here Heritage Sunday

Please see MEETINGS, page 5

Laura Apostol is curator of the Strawbridge Shrine in New 
Windsor, Md.
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could fit inside their saddle-
bags. Items listed as possibly 
included in saddlebags of the 
traveling preacher are; a few 
books, including the Bible, 
a hymn book, Doctrines and 
Disciplines of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and possibly 
Wesley’s sermons; a change of 
linen, writing materials, a pen-
knife, a pocket sized notebook 
for use as a diary, a tinder-box, 
flint and steel to start a fire, a 
compass, eating utensils and 
a small sundry of medicinal 
concoctions. In the other part 
was stored oats for his horse. 
Saddlebags also served as pil-
lows when no shelter was found 
for the night.

An account from Reminis-
cences describes an unfortu-
nate accident that happened 
to Henry Boehm’s saddlebags. 
Describing an incident when 
the bishop’s horse became 
mired in the mud of the Cape 
Fear River bank, Henry relates, 
“The bishop’s saddle bags were 
fastened to his saddle, mine 
were not, and they floated down 
the stream. I felt much anxiety 
until I recovered them, as I had 
many dollars in them belonging 
to the Book Room. Our clothes, 
books and manuscripts were all 
well soaked. We spent hours in 
drying them, and then started 
on our journey.”

On May 5, 1804, Francis As-
bury wrote to Zachary Myles of 
Baltimore:

“My riding a slim brute for 
15,000 miles in three years will 
admit me to carry only a few 
shirts, 2 books, the minutes, and 
my Journal, only a second pan-
taloon, so that 30 pound weight 
is heavy for me. I must stretch 
my blanket for a tent, and bed, 
upon the earth, if need be.”

A typical circuit was pre-
dominantly rural and covered 
between a 200 and 500-mile 
circumference. The travel-
ing preacher was expected to 
complete the circuit every two 
to six weeks with the average 
being a four-week circuit. The 
daily pace was grueling and 
continued on in spite of the 
hardships of route, pestilence 
or weather. The phrase, “There 
is nothing out today but crows 
and Methodist preachers,” 
became a cliché during stormy 
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Saddlebag preacher, itiner-
ant minister, circuit rider, 
traveling clergy, are various 
names applied to those relent-
less saints of God who trav-
eled the Methodist circuits on 
horseback to spread the story 
of salvation across the Ameri-
can wilderness.

The concept of the circuit 
originated in English Method-
ism with founder, John Wesley 
who proclaimed, “The world is 
my parish.”

As noted in the accompany-
ing article relating to Heritage 
Sunday 2011, Robert Straw-
bridge, who arrived in the 
colonies in 1764, is credited 
as the first of the American 
circuit riders

It is however the tireless 
and devoted Francis Asbury 
who is considered to be fore-
most among the American 
Methodist traveling clergy. 
Appointed as co-superinten-
dent (later Asbury would use 
the term bishop), at the Christ-
mas Conference of 1784, he 
would become known as, “The 
Father of American Method-
ism.” Asbury led by example. 
He did not ask anything of his 
clergy to which he himself did 
not adhere.

It is estimated that in 
Asbury’s lifetime he preached 
upwards of 16,000 sermons, 
ordained more than 4,000 
preachers, attended 224 annual 
conferences, and traveled an 
estimated 270,000 miles on 
horseback with several horses 
reportedly dying under him. 
When he grew too feeble for the 
saddle he continued on by car-
riage. In 1816 as the end of his 
earthly life approached, Asbury 
was still driven by his relentless 
desire to bring one more soul 
to Christ. In spite of suffering 
from persistent headaches, 
arthritis, tuberculosis and liver 
failure, he continued to perse-
vere in circumventing his 5,000-
mile annual circuit.

Through his example, the 
brotherhood of traveling 
preachers that he commis-
sioned was instilled with the 
same self-denial and dedication 
in winning lost souls to Christ.

Boehm was confidant
In 1808, Henry Boehm, 

youngest son of Martin and 
Eve Boehm, was chosen as 
Asbury’s confidant and trav-
eling companion. This was a 
position Boehm maintained for 
five years. In “Reminiscences,’ 
Henry records many of the 
hardships and difficulties faced 
while traveling with Asbury.

The following is transcribed 
from Henry’s entries: “Mr. As-
bury believed a bishop should 
travel through every part of his 
diocese, and as far as possible 
acquaint himself with every 
part of his work.

“We commenced our 

southern and Western tour, 
Such a doleful, fearful ride few 
bishops ever had, and it was one 
calculated to make the traveler 
rejoice when at the end of his 
journey. Asbury at that time, 
in consequence of infirmities, 
rode in a sulky and I on horse-
back. Sometimes I would ride 
before him and then in the rear. 
We would occasionally change 
when he was tired, or the roads 
very rough.” (In a correspond-
ing entry found in Asbury’s 
journal, he records, “Brother 
Boehm was thrown from the 
sulky, but providentially not a 
bone broken.”)

Continuing from “Reminis-
cences”: “We had been accus-
tomed to muddy roads, rocks, 
hills, mountains, gulfs, rapids, 
dangerous streams, but this 
route excelled them all for dif-
ficulty and danger. We traveled 
several hours in the rain and 
gained nine miles.

“It poured all night. The 
next morning we proceeded 
through the solitary woods, 
that had been the abode of 
Indians, and where the wild 
beast still found a home, 
through deep mud, over huge 
rocks and lofty hills, down 
deep gulleys…”

Of this journey Bishop 
Asbury makes the following 
mournful record: “We must 
needs come the Northumber-
land road; it is an awful wilder-
ness. Alas! Read and prayed 
in the woods. I leave the rest 
to God.”

The journals of other 
devoted circuit riders likewise 
describe hazardous travels, 
inclement weather, lack of 
food and shelter as well as 
persecution.

Freeborn Garrettson, who 
entered the ministry in 1775 

Spreading word on horseback
Methodist circuit riders rode thousands of miles through the worst 
conditions to reach the people. Two are buried near the Chapel.

Dressed as a circuit rider, a young man kneels at the grave of William Jessop near the Chapel.

Please see CIRCUIT RIDERS, page A4

Continued from Page 3

Circuit
Riders:
Wore
out
horses

Laura Apostol, curator 
of the Strawbridge Shrine, 
in New Windsor, Md., will 
serve as guest speaker for 
Boehm’s Chapel Heritage 
Sunday on June 26.

The Maryland Straw-
bridge Shrine is listed as 
the “Home of American 
Methodism.” According to 
the Encyclopedia Britanni-
ca, the first of the American 
circuit riders was Robert 
Strawbridge, who arrived 
in the colonies in 1764.

In Wakeley’s “Remi-
niscences, Historical and 
Biographical of Rev. Henry 
Boehm,” published in 1875, 
a sketch of Robert Straw-
bridge proclaims him, “the 
apostle of Methodism in 
Maryland.” Henry records, 
“I heard Strawbridge 
preach at my father’s house 
in 1781 and am the only man 
now living that has a per-
sonal recollection of him.”

Laura will expand on 
the life of Strawbridge, his 
wife Elizabeth and their 
early work in Maryland 
and beyond leading souls 
to Christ. Laura has been 
involved in the United 
Methodist Church since 

1968 and has taken over 200 
hours of classes in theology 
and preaching, along with 
50 hours in classes relating 
to domestic violence. Laura 
attends Mount Zion Church 
in Finksburg, Md., and is 
involved with the choir and 
the administrative council. 
She has served as curator at 
the Strawbridge Shrine in 
since June of 2005.

Music at the session will 
celebrate the Irish heritage 
of Robert Strawbridge. It 
will be provided by Alice 
Lauver, pianist and Kelly 
Lefever, flutist.

Heritage Sunday 2011 
will begin with a brief 
business meeting at 4 
p.m. Boehm descendants 
are asked to register with 
James Galloway, honorary 
lifetime director, prior to 
the beginning of the pro-
gram. Following the service 
a light meal will be provided 
in the church fellowship 
hall.

Visit http://strawbridge-
shrine.org/ for additional 
information on Robert and 
Elizabeth Strawbridge and 
The Strawbridge Shrine.

Curator of shrine
to first circuit rider
here Heritage Sunday

Please see MEETINGS, page 5

Laura Apostol is curator of the Strawbridge Shrine in New 
Windsor, Md.



spring 2011 5 

6 Boehm’s Chapel Society Newsletterspring 2011

Boehm’s Chapel Society Newsletter

weather. For the circuit rider, 
illnesses and accidents were 
constant traveling compan-
ions.

Meetings were set up every 
few miles most often with daily 
preaching scheduled for both 
morning and evening hours. 
It was suggested morning 
preaching be held at 5 a.m. in 
the summer and 6 a.m. in the 
winter. Meetings were held 
wherever people were willing 
to gather, homes or barns of 
those favorable to receiving 
the Methodists or any other 
available structure. In Remi-
niscences, Henry Boehm when 
mentioning Bishop Asbury’s 
1811 visit to Canada, records, 
“We crossed Lake Champlain, 
and Mr. Asbury preached in 
a barroom in Plattsburgh.” If 
no building was available, the 
circuit rider followed the ex-
ample of Wesley and meetings 
were held out of doors.

In addition to preaching 
several times a day, the circuit 
rider was expected to visit as 
many local families as pos-
sible on a regular basis, check 
on the progress of previously 
organized class meetings and 
assist in the organization of 
new groups. Baptisms and 
weddings were performed 
at the arrival of the traveling 
preacher.

Preachers moved
At Annual Conference 

members of the traveling 
clergy could be moved to a 
new circuit or reassigned to 
the same one. This was by 
appointment of the bishop. 
At the Methodist Episcopal 
Conference of 1804 it was 
decreed that no preacher was 
to serve the same appointment 
for more than two consecutive 
years. Early Methodism was 
most certainly a religion on the 
move.

A fraternity of support 
developed among many of 

the circuit riders. Personal 
meetings occurred mainly 
during Annual Conference or 
occasional gatherings at Great 
Meetings. It was principally by 
the means of mail correspon-
dence that this support group 
was maintained.

Eventually, circuit riders 
became a common sight in the 
daily life of early America. A 
Methodist circuit was assigned 
wherever a new home sprang 
up in the wilderness. Tales are 
told of Methodist preachers 
arriving in new settlements 
before wagons were unloaded 
and logs felled to erect new 
cabins.

Methodist traveling clergy 
did not always receive favor-
able welcomes. They were 
often spoken against, misrep-
resented and ridiculed; yet 
they persevered in spreading 
the word of Christ because 
souls were at stake.

William Jessop, a native 
of Sussex County, Del., was a 
traveling preacher from 1784 
until his death in Dec. 1795. 
Jessop records preaching at an 
unsuccessful meeting “filled 
with such hard-hearted hear-
ers, I found it almost as hard 
work as splitting a black gum.”

In 1788 a more joyful entry 
is recorded in his journal. 
After singing and prayer, “the 
blessed Samaritan passed by 
and paid us a glorious visit. 
The Holy Ghost descended 
upon us (in) mighty rushing 
wind, and the glory of God 
filled the house where we were. 
The shout of a king was in the 
midst, and many souls rejoiced 
in the Lord.”

Jessop traveled throughout 
Delaware, Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New York and 
also spent considerable time in 
Nova Scotia. He is described as 
a man of great simplicity and 

gospel sincerity.
An entry in Reminiscences 

offers a glimpse of Jessop’s 
physical and spiritual charac-
teristics. “William Jessop was 
a tall man, with a prominent 
nose and a very grave counte-
nance. I knew him intimately, 
and heard him preach often. 
He joined the traveling con-
nection in 1784, the year in 
which the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was organized. Mr. 
Jessop occupied prominent 
appointments. In 1790 he was 
stationed in New York, and 
the next year volunteered to 
go to Nova Scotia. He died of 
consumption in the latter part 
of 1795, and was buried in the 
graveyard connected with 
Boehm’s Chapel. His last ser-
mon was on the sufferings of 
Christ, and was one of the most 
melting I ever heard. He was 
reduced almost to a skeleton; 
his face as pale, his eye sunken 
and glassy, his voice sepul-
chral, his countenance grave, 
and his manner solemn as 
eternity. The preacher and his 
auditors felt that his days were 
numbered. A few days later 
he died in triumph, exclaim-
ing, ‘My work is done! Glory, 
glory!’ ”

Mr. Jessop, knowing he 
could not survive long, sent to 
Bishop Asbury requesting him 
to preach his funeral sermon. 
The bishop complied, and 
preached it at Boehm’s Chapel. 
He says in his journal: “I had 
my difficulties in speaking of 
a man so well known and so 
much beloved. He was always 
solemn, and few such holy, 
steady men have we found 
among us.”

William Jessop is buried 
beside Boehm’s Chapel. On 
his tombstone is the following 
epitaph:

 The Memory of William Jes-
sop is blessed

Here lies the body of
The Reverend William Jes-

sop
Who departed this life in
Holy Triumph Dec 23rd 

1795
Aged: 30 years 7months

“He was a faithful minister 
of the gospel of Christ about 
15 years in which time besides 
his extensive labours in the 
States. He went 3 voyages to 
Nova Scotia where he trav-
eled and preached with great 
success and he left a numerous 
train of Christian Friends who 
fervently lament their loss. For 
zeal, patience and affection he 
was a pattern to all about him, 
but Would’st thou know all his 
virtues? Go and search the 
register of Heaven.”

In July 1799, both Bishop 
Francis Asbury and Rev. 
Jesse Lee, who was serving 
as the traveling companion of 
Asbury, visited and preached 
at Boehm’s Chapel. Henry 
Boehm recorded the visit, “The 
latter wandered among the 
tombs, and stood by the grave 
of William Jessop whom he 
greatly loved, and wept there, 
and then rejoiced for his trium-
phant death and the consoling 
thought that ‘them that sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with 
him.’ Reluctantly turning away 
from the grave with his eyes 
moist with tears, he offered the 
prayer that has been repeated 
a thousand times: Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his.”

Buried beside William Jes-
sop is another dedicated mem-
ber of the early Methodist itin-
erants, Michael H.R.Wilson, 
a native of Maryland. His 
weathered sandstone marker 
is inscribed:

Hear lyeth
the Body of
Michael
H.R. Wilson
Methodist
Preacher
who departed
this Life
April 24, 1798
In the 28th Year
 Of his life
Minutes of the Annual 

Continued from Page 4
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Conference of 1798 included the 
following description of Wilson, 
“a young preacher who was 
never admitted into full connec-
tion. He was born on the 27th of 
October 1770 and departed this 
life April 24, 1798 at Strasburg 
in Pennsylvania. He was patient 
under afflictions and enjoyed 
peace in his soul. And in the 
painful struggle with death, he 
rejoiced in the Lord as being 
more than a conquer through 
Him who loved him.”

An entry found in Remi-
niscences offers an additional 
small sketch:

“Michael H.R. Wilson visited 
Lancaster County, and fell at his 
post while the dew of his youth 
was upon him. He was from 
Maryland, and only twenty-
eight years old when he died, on 
April 24, 1798. He finished his 
course with joy at John Miller’s, 
in Strasburg, in the same room 
where William Jessop had 

expired three years before, and 
they were both interred in the 
same ground.”

(John Miller of Strasburg, 
Lancaster County was a brother 
of Simon Miller, who joined the 
traveling connection in 1791 
and died in 1795. Henry states, 
“I recollect with gratitude the 
efforts he made for my salva-
tion, how earnestly he labored, 
what sympathy he manifested.)

The early deaths of Jessop 
and Wilson were not uncom-
mon. Exposure to the elements, 
accidents, lack of proper nour-
ishment and inadequate rest 
quickly took their toll. Circuit 
rider’s journals record dealing 
with such maladies as bouts 
of rheumatism, fevers and 
malaria. Some mention though 
ill, they were forced from their 
sick beds and encouraged 
to preach by those who had 
assembled and professed a 
spiritual need to hear the story 
of salvation.

A study done in 1855 rev-

eled that only 43 percent of the 
traveling clergy were strong 
enough to remain on the job at 
the end of 12 years. Many were 
too worn out to continue the 
travel. Half died between the 
ages of 30 to 33 and most died by 
age 40. It is recorded that at the 
beginning of the 19th century 
one of every six members of the 
traveling clergy died while on 
circuit. But yet the circuit rid-
ers rose to answer the call.

According to the minutes of 
the 1784 Christmas conference, 
the fourth question asked was, 
“What may we reasonably be-
lieve to be God’s design in rais-
ing up the Methodist preach-
ers?” The answer recorded, “To 
reform the continent, and to 
spread scriptural holiness over 
these lands.”

Asbury’s vision and relent-
less perseverance to win one 
more lost soul to Christ was 
deeply instilled in the hearts 
and minds of this brotherhood 

of early Methodists. In the 
“Wesley Conventicle” dated 
Sept. 28, 2003, Ed Stephenson 
states: “Young men who be-
came circuit riders saw this not 
as a career choice, but the high-
est calling to which they could 
aspire and the best possible 
thing they could do with their 
lives; this vision permeated 
their work.”

And he said unto them, Go 
ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 
Mark 16: 15n

Please see DEATHS, page A6

Continued from Page 5

Meetings:
Early to rise
and preach

Deaths: Came at an early age for some circuit riders

YOU COULD CALL THEM ‘CIRCUIT WALKERS’
The Rev. Dr. Charles Yrigoyen Jr., standing left, and Donald L. Walters, 
 portraying the Rev. Henry Boehm, presented information to 35 members 
of the Academy Class at Willow Valley Cultural Center on Jan. 27. 
 Boehm’s Chapel Society is fortunate to count Chuck and Don among 
our members.  While schools were canceled and snow was falling,  
Chuck and Don, residents of Willow Valley retirement community,  
walked to the center to ensure the program would continue.

George Grotyohann/of the AcAdemy clAss WilloW VAlley culturAl center

Planning your estate?
For those doing estate plan-

ning, the Boehm’s Chapel Soci-
ety asks to be remembered for 
its work, not only in maintaining 
the Chapel and preserving its 
heritage, but for the Society’s 
work in carrying on the word of 
our savior,  Jesus Christ.
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weather. For the circuit rider, 
illnesses and accidents were 
constant traveling compan-
ions.

Meetings were set up every 
few miles most often with daily 
preaching scheduled for both 
morning and evening hours. 
It was suggested morning 
preaching be held at 5 a.m. in 
the summer and 6 a.m. in the 
winter. Meetings were held 
wherever people were willing 
to gather, homes or barns of 
those favorable to receiving 
the Methodists or any other 
available structure. In Remi-
niscences, Henry Boehm when 
mentioning Bishop Asbury’s 
1811 visit to Canada, records, 
“We crossed Lake Champlain, 
and Mr. Asbury preached in 
a barroom in Plattsburgh.” If 
no building was available, the 
circuit rider followed the ex-
ample of Wesley and meetings 
were held out of doors.

In addition to preaching 
several times a day, the circuit 
rider was expected to visit as 
many local families as pos-
sible on a regular basis, check 
on the progress of previously 
organized class meetings and 
assist in the organization of 
new groups. Baptisms and 
weddings were performed 
at the arrival of the traveling 
preacher.

Preachers moved
At Annual Conference 

members of the traveling 
clergy could be moved to a 
new circuit or reassigned to 
the same one. This was by 
appointment of the bishop. 
At the Methodist Episcopal 
Conference of 1804 it was 
decreed that no preacher was 
to serve the same appointment 
for more than two consecutive 
years. Early Methodism was 
most certainly a religion on the 
move.

A fraternity of support 
developed among many of 

the circuit riders. Personal 
meetings occurred mainly 
during Annual Conference or 
occasional gatherings at Great 
Meetings. It was principally by 
the means of mail correspon-
dence that this support group 
was maintained.

Eventually, circuit riders 
became a common sight in the 
daily life of early America. A 
Methodist circuit was assigned 
wherever a new home sprang 
up in the wilderness. Tales are 
told of Methodist preachers 
arriving in new settlements 
before wagons were unloaded 
and logs felled to erect new 
cabins.

Methodist traveling clergy 
did not always receive favor-
able welcomes. They were 
often spoken against, misrep-
resented and ridiculed; yet 
they persevered in spreading 
the word of Christ because 
souls were at stake.

William Jessop, a native 
of Sussex County, Del., was a 
traveling preacher from 1784 
until his death in Dec. 1795. 
Jessop records preaching at an 
unsuccessful meeting “filled 
with such hard-hearted hear-
ers, I found it almost as hard 
work as splitting a black gum.”

In 1788 a more joyful entry 
is recorded in his journal. 
After singing and prayer, “the 
blessed Samaritan passed by 
and paid us a glorious visit. 
The Holy Ghost descended 
upon us (in) mighty rushing 
wind, and the glory of God 
filled the house where we were. 
The shout of a king was in the 
midst, and many souls rejoiced 
in the Lord.”

Jessop traveled throughout 
Delaware, Virginia, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, New York and 
also spent considerable time in 
Nova Scotia. He is described as 
a man of great simplicity and 

gospel sincerity.
An entry in Reminiscences 

offers a glimpse of Jessop’s 
physical and spiritual charac-
teristics. “William Jessop was 
a tall man, with a prominent 
nose and a very grave counte-
nance. I knew him intimately, 
and heard him preach often. 
He joined the traveling con-
nection in 1784, the year in 
which the Methodist Episcopal 
Church was organized. Mr. 
Jessop occupied prominent 
appointments. In 1790 he was 
stationed in New York, and 
the next year volunteered to 
go to Nova Scotia. He died of 
consumption in the latter part 
of 1795, and was buried in the 
graveyard connected with 
Boehm’s Chapel. His last ser-
mon was on the sufferings of 
Christ, and was one of the most 
melting I ever heard. He was 
reduced almost to a skeleton; 
his face as pale, his eye sunken 
and glassy, his voice sepul-
chral, his countenance grave, 
and his manner solemn as 
eternity. The preacher and his 
auditors felt that his days were 
numbered. A few days later 
he died in triumph, exclaim-
ing, ‘My work is done! Glory, 
glory!’ ”

Mr. Jessop, knowing he 
could not survive long, sent to 
Bishop Asbury requesting him 
to preach his funeral sermon. 
The bishop complied, and 
preached it at Boehm’s Chapel. 
He says in his journal: “I had 
my difficulties in speaking of 
a man so well known and so 
much beloved. He was always 
solemn, and few such holy, 
steady men have we found 
among us.”

William Jessop is buried 
beside Boehm’s Chapel. On 
his tombstone is the following 
epitaph:

 The Memory of William Jes-
sop is blessed

Here lies the body of
The Reverend William Jes-

sop
Who departed this life in
Holy Triumph Dec 23rd 

1795
Aged: 30 years 7months

“He was a faithful minister 
of the gospel of Christ about 
15 years in which time besides 
his extensive labours in the 
States. He went 3 voyages to 
Nova Scotia where he trav-
eled and preached with great 
success and he left a numerous 
train of Christian Friends who 
fervently lament their loss. For 
zeal, patience and affection he 
was a pattern to all about him, 
but Would’st thou know all his 
virtues? Go and search the 
register of Heaven.”

In July 1799, both Bishop 
Francis Asbury and Rev. 
Jesse Lee, who was serving 
as the traveling companion of 
Asbury, visited and preached 
at Boehm’s Chapel. Henry 
Boehm recorded the visit, “The 
latter wandered among the 
tombs, and stood by the grave 
of William Jessop whom he 
greatly loved, and wept there, 
and then rejoiced for his trium-
phant death and the consoling 
thought that ‘them that sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with 
him.’ Reluctantly turning away 
from the grave with his eyes 
moist with tears, he offered the 
prayer that has been repeated 
a thousand times: Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his.”

Buried beside William Jes-
sop is another dedicated mem-
ber of the early Methodist itin-
erants, Michael H.R.Wilson, 
a native of Maryland. His 
weathered sandstone marker 
is inscribed:

Hear lyeth
the Body of
Michael
H.R. Wilson
Methodist
Preacher
who departed
this Life
April 24, 1798
In the 28th Year
 Of his life
Minutes of the Annual 
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Conference of 1798 included the 
following description of Wilson, 
“a young preacher who was 
never admitted into full connec-
tion. He was born on the 27th of 
October 1770 and departed this 
life April 24, 1798 at Strasburg 
in Pennsylvania. He was patient 
under afflictions and enjoyed 
peace in his soul. And in the 
painful struggle with death, he 
rejoiced in the Lord as being 
more than a conquer through 
Him who loved him.”

An entry found in Remi-
niscences offers an additional 
small sketch:

“Michael H.R. Wilson visited 
Lancaster County, and fell at his 
post while the dew of his youth 
was upon him. He was from 
Maryland, and only twenty-
eight years old when he died, on 
April 24, 1798. He finished his 
course with joy at John Miller’s, 
in Strasburg, in the same room 
where William Jessop had 

expired three years before, and 
they were both interred in the 
same ground.”

(John Miller of Strasburg, 
Lancaster County was a brother 
of Simon Miller, who joined the 
traveling connection in 1791 
and died in 1795. Henry states, 
“I recollect with gratitude the 
efforts he made for my salva-
tion, how earnestly he labored, 
what sympathy he manifested.)

The early deaths of Jessop 
and Wilson were not uncom-
mon. Exposure to the elements, 
accidents, lack of proper nour-
ishment and inadequate rest 
quickly took their toll. Circuit 
rider’s journals record dealing 
with such maladies as bouts 
of rheumatism, fevers and 
malaria. Some mention though 
ill, they were forced from their 
sick beds and encouraged 
to preach by those who had 
assembled and professed a 
spiritual need to hear the story 
of salvation.

A study done in 1855 rev-

eled that only 43 percent of the 
traveling clergy were strong 
enough to remain on the job at 
the end of 12 years. Many were 
too worn out to continue the 
travel. Half died between the 
ages of 30 to 33 and most died by 
age 40. It is recorded that at the 
beginning of the 19th century 
one of every six members of the 
traveling clergy died while on 
circuit. But yet the circuit rid-
ers rose to answer the call.

According to the minutes of 
the 1784 Christmas conference, 
the fourth question asked was, 
“What may we reasonably be-
lieve to be God’s design in rais-
ing up the Methodist preach-
ers?” The answer recorded, “To 
reform the continent, and to 
spread scriptural holiness over 
these lands.”

Asbury’s vision and relent-
less perseverance to win one 
more lost soul to Christ was 
deeply instilled in the hearts 
and minds of this brotherhood 

of early Methodists. In the 
“Wesley Conventicle” dated 
Sept. 28, 2003, Ed Stephenson 
states: “Young men who be-
came circuit riders saw this not 
as a career choice, but the high-
est calling to which they could 
aspire and the best possible 
thing they could do with their 
lives; this vision permeated 
their work.”

And he said unto them, Go 
ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 
Mark 16: 15n

Please see DEATHS, page A6

Continued from Page 5

Meetings:
Early to rise
and preach

Deaths: Came at an early age for some circuit riders

YOU COULD CALL THEM ‘CIRCUIT WALKERS’
The Rev. Dr. Charles Yrigoyen Jr., standing left, and Donald L. Walters, 
 portraying the Rev. Henry Boehm, presented information to 35 members 
of the Academy Class at Willow Valley Cultural Center on Jan. 27. 
 Boehm’s Chapel Society is fortunate to count Chuck and Don among 
our members.  While schools were canceled and snow was falling,  
Chuck and Don, residents of Willow Valley retirement community,  
walked to the center to ensure the program would continue.

George Grotyohann/of the AcAdemy clAss WilloW VAlley culturAl center

Planning your estate?
For those doing estate plan-

ning, the Boehm’s Chapel Soci-
ety asks to be remembered for 
its work, not only in maintaining 
the Chapel and preserving its 
heritage, but for the Society’s 
work in carrying on the word of 
our savior,  Jesus Christ.
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In keeping with the lyrics 
of the well known Christmas 
carol, “Away in a Manger,” 
Lucas Armstrong, portraying 
the little Lord Jesus, made no 
crying throughout the hour-
long Advent program held 
Dec. 5 in historic Boehm’s 
Chapel.

Under the steady gaze of 
150 onlookers, Lucas, 3-month 
old son of Stacy and 
Matt Armstrong, 
slept contentedly in 
the arms of his aunt, 
Heather Moore, 
portraying Mary 
and his uncle, Kevin 
Moore, cast as 
Joseph.

Additional mem-
bers of the tableau 
cast included: Au-
dra Mylin and Van-
essa Brubaker as 
angels; Joshua and 
Jared Fizer as shep-
herds; James Mc-
Donald as Simeon; 
Billy Mylin, Duane 
Brubaker and Jim 
McCullough as Wise 
Men.

Cast members 
attend Boehm’s 
United Methodist 
Church and neigh-
boring Byerland 
Mennonite and Pequea BIC 
churches.

The Rev. Dennis Snovel 
former pastor of Boehm’s 
United Methodist Church 
served as reader.

Pastor Joseph Garber of 
Byerland Mennonite present-
ed a reflection ntitled “The 
Great Meeting” in recogni-
tion of the 285th anniversary 
of the birth of Martin Boehm.

In addition pastors repre-
senting local congregations 
served by Martin Boehm 
joined together in a benedic-
tion compiled by the Rev. Dr. 
Sharon Barley of Boehm’s 
UM. Included were Pastor Jo-

seph Garber, Byerland Men-
nonite Church; Pastor Jay 
Garber, New Danville Men-
nonite Church; Pastor David 
Gochnauer, River Corner 
Mennonite Church; Becky 
Gochnauer, executive direc-
tor of the Hans Herr House 
from which the Willow Street 
Mennonite congregation 
originated; and Pastor Daniel 

Shearer, retired United Meth-
odist pastor, who represented 
the heritage of the Evangeli-
cal United Brethren Church. 
Jeff Frey represented the 
Boehm homestead.

A combined community 
choir under the direction of 
Joanne Swords-Wang pro-
vided music. Jeanette Beisel 
served as soprano soloist.

Other members of the 
choir included Barbara Can-
tey, Jay Garber, Lois Garber, 
Betty Hess, Vonda Killian, 
Kathy Lesher, Brenda Mc-
Donald, Sharon McCullough, 
Jody O’Neal, Millie Suter and 
Betty Staats.n

no crying this 
baby makes in 
Advent pageant

Boehm’s Chapel Society is 
seeking to collect information 
on veterans buried in Boehm’s 
Cemetery. If you have a loved 
one who served in a branch 
of the armed forces and are 
willing to share information 
regarding military service, 
please e-mail: boehmschapel@
gmail.com or write to: 
Boehm’s Chapel Society 
PO Box 272 

Willow Street, PA 17584
Information collected will be 

used to honor veterans during 
an upcoming Memorial Day 
program and also become part 
of Boehm’s archival collection. 
To be included in the Memorial 
Day event, information must be 
received prior to May 1.

Please supply:
nComplete name of veteran
 nBranch of service
 nDates of service
In addition, we would also 

like to collect information on 
Böhm descendants who have 
served in the Armed Forces.n

Chapel Society seeks
information on vets
buried in cemetery
Discusses Memorial Day program.

The grave of Joseph Charles, 
only known Revolutionary 
soldier buried in Boehm’s 
cemetery, displays a marker 
from the Donegal Chapter of 
the DAR.  

Lucas  Armstrong, as baby Jesus, is held 
by his aunt, Heather Moore, who portrays 
Mary.

Taking part in the Advent pageant are, at top, Vanessa Brubaker, 
Heather Moore holding Lucas Armstrong, Audra Mylin, Kevin Moore.0n the 
steps: top to bottom:  Joshua and Jared Fizer, Jim McDonald, and first row, 
from left :  Jim McCullough, Duane Brubaker, Billy Mylin. 

In bottom photo, the pastors who took part in the service, and others, 
top to bottom, left to right, Dennis Snovel,  Jay Garber, David Gochnauer; 
middle row,  Becky Gochnauer (executive director of the Hans Herr House),  
Joe Garber, and bottom row:  Jeff Frey (an owner of the Boehm homestead);  
Sharon Barley and Daniel Shearer.
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