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Martin Boehm
back in the fold
In stirring proclamation, Mennonite bishops 
lift ban on 1700s’ bishop during the 225th-
anniversary celebration of Boehm’s Chapel.

June 26, 2016, was a glorious day. Above, 
Mennonite bishop Stephen Weaver 
reads the proclamation lifting the ban 
on Martin Boehm. Also in top photo, 
from left, are Bishops Lloyd Hoover and 
Robert Brody. At left is United Methodist 
Bishop Peggy Johnson, who portrayed 
Martin’s wife, Eve. See Pages 2-9.



     June 26, 2016, will be 
recorded in local history as 
a momentous day. At the 
conclusion of Boehm’s Chapel 
Society’s annual Heritage 
Sunday worship service, 
the Rev. Martin Boehm was 
reinstated as “bishop emeritus” 
of the Lancaster Mennonite
Conference, a position from 
which he was banished 
approximately 240 years  
earlier.
     The Rev. Abram Sangrey, 
pastor of Boehms United 
Methodist Church at the
outbreak of World War II, 
and well-known promoter 
of the Chapel Society, had  
often broached the subject 
of Martin’s reinstatement 
with those who were serving 
as local Mennonite bishops 
during the 20th century.   
     Following research and 
prayerful consideration, 
Mennonite pastors Joe Garber, 
pastor of Byerland Mennonite 
Church, and Matthew 
Buckwalter, members of the 
Society board, once again 
presented the possibility of 
rescinding the censure against 
Martin Boehm to the present-
day Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference,
     With the sponsorship of 

Bishops Stephen Weaver and 
Robert Brody, the Board of
Bishops of the Lancaster 
Mennonite Conference, 
unanimously passed a 
resolution to lift the ban on 
Martin Boehm on Feb. 26 of 
this year.
     The resolution of 
reinstatement, read on June 
26, was preceded by a humble, 
heartfelt confession and 
accounting of the 18th century 
misunderstanding regarding
Martin’s evangelistic 
outlook and subsequent 
excommunication.
     Bishop Weaver stated
the censure not only caused 
heartache and division among 
Boehm’s family members and
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Martin reinstated as bishop emeritus
Local Mennonites and Methodists come together on momentous day.

A crowd gathers in bright sunshine outside the Chapel to hear Mennonite bishops proclaim Martin Boehm as bishop emeritus.

Photo by Abby Edwards

At left, Bishop Peggy Johnson 
and Chapel Society Presi-
dent Marv Adams receive 
the signed proclamation on 
Martin Boehm from Menno-
nite Bishop Stephen Weaver. 
At bottom, the SonBoehms, 
Sharon McCullough, Kath-
leen Lesher and Melynda 
Hasselbach, perform on the 
steps of the Chapel following 
the Heritage Sunday service.

Photos by John Coleman Jr.



followers, but likewise led to 
diminished spirit-filled lives, 
which had previously been
exhibited by the Anabaptists’ 
forefathers. A brief section of 
the confession, as read by
Bishop Weaver, follows:
     “As Martin’s anointed 
ministry to the surrounding 
communities increased, we put
observers in his meetings 
to mark and note his words. 
These notes later became the
grounds for the deliberations 
surrounding his censure of 
excommunication and the
stripping of his credentials.
     “When he was driven from 
our midst, we suffered terribly, 
spiritually, as a result of that.
     “Oh, our farms, the 
backbone of our communities, 
thrived, but we became a 
marginal, reclusive people. A 
people our Anabaptist founders 
would not have recognized. 
Our boldness and Christ-like 
zeal were gone. We no longer 
became martyrs but instead
bought our questioners off with 
money. 
     “Some would say the 
Thirty-Years War and the 
terrible persecution of Europe 
purged that from us. But 
locally, we believe that we 
turned our back on the Holy 
Spirit, and so grieved him, and 
traded what we knew, for faith 
and zeal.
     “Brethren, will you forgive 
us and encourage us in our 
renunciation of sin and sinful
ways?” 
     As the episcopal leader 
of the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conference of the United
Methodist Church, Bishop 
Peggy Johnson freely extended 
forgiveness.
     Bishop Weaver continued 
by reading the resolution, 
which he then signed, along 
with Bishops Brody and 
Lloyd Hoover, secretary of the 
Lancaster Mennonite Board of
Bishops.
     An overwhelming feeling 
of the unifying presence of the 
Holy Spirit was sensed by
those who participated in 
and witnessed the outdoor 
ceremony. 
     It was an emotional 
conclusion to the 225th-
anniversary celebration of 

Boehm’s Chapel. Hearts 
were warmed and tears were 
shed as many Methodists and 
Mennonites freely embraced.   
Many people went to dine 
together under a large tent 
afterward.
     Bishop Johnson remarked:   
     “I think that if we, in this 
spirit of humility, could start a

movement, there’s no telling 
where this is going to end and 
how many hurts will be
healed and how many lives 
will be changed because we’re 
willing to bind this up.”
     Copies of the confession 
and resolution were given to 
Bishop Johnson and Boehm’s 
Chapel Society President Marv 

Adams, who recalled how, 
a year ago, two Mennonite 
board members for the Chapel 
Society took a board agenda 
item about Martin Boehm and 
decided to right a wrong.
     “You’ve made it not just 
an historic day but one for 
our lives,” Adams told the 
Mennonite bishops. “We are 
brothers and sisters now.”
       The Rev. Chris Eden, 
pastor of Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church, said it 
would be hard for his church to 
forget the experience. 
     “We were 250 students 
receiving  a master class on 
confession and repentance 
hosted by none other than the 
Holy Spirit .”
     Rev. Alfred Day, top 
executive of the United 
Methodist Commission on 
Archives and History, who 
spoke at the Heritage Day 
service, said the Boehm’s 
Chapel ceremony offers a 
lesson about healing and 
reconciliation “that particularly 
speak to our church at this 
moment in time.” 
     Past hurts and divisions can 
end without losing identity 
and heritage, he noted. “This 
is a reunifying experience 
after hundreds of years of 
brokenness.
     The Great Commission by 
which Martin Boehm lived – 
“Go into the all the world and
preach the gospel to every 
creature”  – was planted at 
Boehm’s more than 225 years 
ago.
    It was cultivated and has 
budded. It is up to the current
generation to nurture and carry 
the message forward, as Jesus 
commanded in John 13:35:
     “By this, all will know that 
you are My disciples, if you 
have love for one another.”
    
     The United Methodist 
News Service contributed to 
this article. Photos and short 
video clips of the presentation 
by the Board of Bishops of 
the Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference are available by 
clicking on the link below.
     http://www.umc.org/
news-and-media/mennonites-
reconnect-with-umc-founder
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Above, Joe Doughty 
portrays a circuit rider to 
be sent out to spread the 
Word. In middle photo, 
the Cloister Choir gathers 
outside after performing in 
the Chapel. At bottom, Rev. 
Alfred Day, of the United 
Methodist Commission on 
Archives and History, who 
spoke at the Heritage Day 
service.

Photo by Abby Edwards

Photos by John Coleman Jr.
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Following is the full text of 
the  Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference’s bishops’ 
resolution of Feb. 26, 2016 
for the 225th Anniversary of 
Boehm’s Chapel.
     The Martin Boehm fam-
ily, Rev. Eden and members 
of Boehms United Method-
ist Church, members of the 
Boehm’s Chapel Society, 
Bishop Johnson and other lead-
ers and representatives of the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Confer-
ence of the United Methodist 
Church, any other Methodists 
or Wesleyans that I may have 
overlooked – thank you.  
     Thank you for inviting 
us, no, imploring us to come 
to this holy ground on this 
occasion. The scripture that 
immediately flashed across 
my mind when Dolores Myers 
asked if we would come to this 
house on this occasion was 
Luke 17:
     “ [We are] not worthy to … 
come under [this] roof … But 
only say the word, and [we] 
shall be healed.”
     I am Stephen Weaver, and 
along with my colleague Rob-
ert Brody, we serve as bishops 
for the Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference congregations in 
the Pequea Valley. Included 
among these congregations 
would be ones that existed 
in Martin Boehm’s day, and 
whose leaders would have 
joined the bishops of that time 
in his censure of excommuni-
cation from our circles. Pres-
ent-day leaders of those con-
gregations are with us today 
– would the pastoral couples 
from those congregations stand 
as I name the congregations? 

Byerland; New Danville; River 
Corner; Willow Street; Stras-
burg; etc.
     I will only recount suf-
ficient history to make our 
confession: 
     The reality of serving the 
people of God as an under 
shepherd of Jesus Christ in the 
New Danville meeting was 
too much for Martin, as it is 
for all of us, if we are honest. 
So he raised his voice to the 
Lord while doing field work, 
and the Holy Spirit of God 
met him powerfully. For many 

reasons – too many to list here 
– our predecessors could not, 
as we would say today, “handle 
him.”  We reacted in fear to 
his experience. We attempted 
to put boundaries and struc-
tures around his service to the 
church. We attempted to regu-
late how the Holy Spirit could 
or could not move among us. 
As Martin’s anointed ministry 
to the surrounding communi-
ties increased, we put observ-
ers in his meetings to mark and 
note his words. These notes 
later became the grounds for 

the deliberations surrounding 
his censure of excommunica-
tion and the stripping of his 
credentials.
     When he was driven from 
our midst, we suffered terribly, 
spiritually, as a result of that. 
Oh, our farms, the backbone 
of our communities thrived, 
but we became a marginal, 
reclusive people. A people our 
Anabaptist founders would not 
have recognized. Our bold-
ness and Christ-like zeal were 
gone. We no longer became 
martyrs but instead bought our 
questioners off with money. 
Some would say the Thir-
ty-Years War and the terrible 
persecution of Europe purged 
that from us. But locally, we 
believe that we turned our 
back on the Holy Spirit and so 
grieved him, and traded what 
we knew, for faith and zeal.
     Missionary movements 
inspired by apostles, evange-
lists and prophets did not take 
root again amongst us until 
the 1890s, and even then these 
movements were resisted. 
     Jesus said that the measure 
we use will be used against us. 
We have sown the wind and 
reaped the whirlwind. Today, 
we are a shadow of what we 
were even in the 19th and 
20th centuries. We abandoned 
our farms for the ease of the 
economic bubble of the past 
70 years. We have abandoned 
prayer and discipleship for 
talking heads on cable TV 
and the Internet. The average 
person in the pew knows more 
about the latest comments 
from pundits on talk radio than 
the words of Jesus or the great 
saints of the Church. We are 
a Laodicean people – poor, 
naked, wretched, pitiable and 
blind.
     And so today we come 
before you to confess and 
renounce our sins, which affect 
us terribly, and to restore the 
credentials, emeritus, that we 
stripped from Martin Boehm. I 
will first make our confession 
and then read and present the 
resolution concerning Martin 
passed by the board of bishops 

Confession
of bishops,
the return
of Martin

Photo by Abby Edwards
The Rev. Chris Eden, pastor of Boehms United Methodist 
Church,  in period dress, bows his head during the confession 
of the Mennonite bishops.



on Feb. 26, 2016:
     We confess being a fearful 
people when faith instead is 
called for. Too long we have 
taken our cues from fearmon-
gers instead of the Spirit of 
God. We renounce fear and 
fearful ways of being.
     We confess trying to control 
exactly what the Spirit of God 
may or may not do among us. 
We have misapplied Scripture 
and harshly treated leaders or 
members who have strayed 
from our preconceived ideas. 
We renounce the spirit of 
control and controlling ways 
of being.
     We confess having tried “to 
catch” Martin in his words or 
taking things that he said out 
of context. And so we have 
treated our own preachers and 
bishops in the intervening 250 
years, keeping them on a short 
leash, spreading slander when 
their words convicted or dis-
agreed with us. We renounce 
the small-mindedness of reli-
gious thinking that attempts to 
snare the servant of God in his 
anointed work.
     We confess hard-hearted-
ness after hearing the many 
reports of Martin’s ministry 
successes in many regions of 
the country. Instead of heeding 
these reports and attending 
to what they might mean, 
we underscored the charges 
against Martin, bringing what 
is usually the confidential de-
liberations of credentialing into 
public light and spreading the 
slander. We renounce slander, 
gossip and slanderous ways of 
being that plague our commu-
nities to this day.
     We confess hard-hearted-
ness to the great cost that this 
must have been for Eva Boehm 
and the rest of the Boehm 
family. We have reaped the 
whirlwind in this in our own 
alienation, feelings of lack of 
support and loneliness in our 
own service to Christ.  We 
renounce the harsh ways that 
we often treat the servants of 
Christ.
     We wrote off entire sectors 
of the Church because they 
weren’t Anabaptist. The loss 
was our own, as the walls of 

sectarianism and secondary 
separation rose higher. We 
renounce parochialism and 
embrace the Bride of Christ in 
her majestic fullness and her 
richness.
     Lastly, we took prideful 
comfort in the areas where the 
Holy Spirit had traction among 
us, priding ourselves in our 
singing, giving, charity and 
clean living. But the Scriptures 
are quite clear that “what is not 
of faith, misses the mark.” The 
blessed apostle said in his first 
letter to the church in Corinth: 
“If I give away all I have, and 
if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I 
gain nothing.” Therefore, we 
renounce our pride, which was 
the cardinal sin of the enemy, 
and embrace the humble way 
of Jesus Christ.
     Brethren, will you forgive 
us and encourage us in our 
renunciation of sin and sinful 
ways?
     We will now read and 
present our resolution. Aiding 
me with this and signing it will 
be Bishop Brody and Bishop 
Lloyd Hoover, who is secretary 
of the board of Bishops, and 
attesting that this is a true and 
accurate copy of the resolution 

passed by the Bishops. 
     It reads:

     We have had earthly fathers 
who disciplined us and we 
respected them. Shall we not 
much more be subject to the 
Father of spirits and live? For 
they disciplined us for a short 
time as it seemed best to them, 
but he disciplines us for our 
good, that we may share his 
holiness. For the moment all 
discipline seems painful rather 
than pleasant, but later it yields 
the peaceful fruit of righteous-
ness to those who have been 
trained by it.
    Therefore lift your droop-
ing hands and strengthen 
your weak knees, and make 
straight paths for your feet, 
so that what is lame may not 
be put out of joint but rather 
be healed. Strive for peace 
with everyone, and for the 
holiness without which no 
one will see the Lord. See to 
it that no one fails to obtain 
the grace of God; that no “root 
of bitterness” springs up and 
causes trouble, and by it many 
become defiled.
                      Hebrews 12:9-15
     In recognition that previous 
generations of Conference 
leaders disciplined as seemed 
best to them, and that there 
is a certain honor and respect 
which accrues to them by 
virtue of the office, nonethe-
less we recognize that there 
were decisions that were made 

that brought pain to us and to 
others. We all labor under the 
examination of the Spirit,
commending ourselves to 
God with the realization that 
although our consciences may 
not condemn us, that does not 
mean we are innocent.
     A source of special pain 
to our neighboring Methodist 
brothers and sisters, and a spir-
itual hindrance to ourselves, 
was the excommunication 
of their co-founder and our 
bishop, Martin Boehm. We 
recognize that in the interven-
ing years the Lord of History, 
Jesus Christ, has redeemed our 
separate paths and given each 
of us a special heritage. We 
also recognize that in the heat 
of disputation, things are said 
and spirits are seared by words 
and posture. We do not pretend 
that today we would have the 
magnanimity of spirit to arrive 
at a separate outcome than 
occurred.     
     That said, it always is good 
to attempt to undue the hurts of 
the world as we are prompted 
and given grace. 
     Therefore, in this spirit 
of contrition and repentance, 
we, the bishops of Lancaster 
Mennonite Conference grant 
a remission of the censure of 
excommunication to Martin 
Boehm and a restoration of his 
bishop credential, emeritus. We 
thank God that even now, from 
a loftier plane and disposition, 
he is part of the great cloud of 
witnesses cheering us on in the 
race set before us.

     We realize that this is many 
years removed and over-late. 
We have no excuse for that. We 
also realize that cynical and 
opportunistic voices among 
us will misstate, misinterpret 
and misquote what we do here 
today. The risk is worth it; our 
consciences require our con-
fession and we cast ourselves 
upon God’s mercy and yours. 
Bishop Johnson, Rev. Eden, 
we look to you for words of 
grace and absolution, if you 
will.
     [Please see Page 3 for 
their words.]
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Photos by Abby Edwards
The two Mennonite pastors 
who led the movement to re-
instate Martin Boehm – Matt 
Buckwalter, left, and Joe Gar-
ber – hug after the ceremony. 
Joe Garber is shown in the 
inset photo.
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Hidden treasure

     The cornerstone at 
Boehm’s United Methodist 
Church, built in 1899, was 
removed and its contents dis-
played on Heritage Sunday.
    At right, Pastor Chris Eden 
removes a metal box that was 
found in the cornerstone. 
The cornerstone was opened 
by mason Wes Swanson, with 
the help of Boehm’s trustee 
chairman Jason Ditzler.
     Found in the box were sev-
eral New Testaments, Meth-
odist newspapers from 1899, 
coins, an 1899 Boehm’s M.E. 
Church offering envelope, 
along with paper money and 
coins from 1790. 
   Above, from left, Jim Mc-
Cullough, a former Chapel 
Society president; Dolores 

Myers, executive director of 
the Society, and Marv Ad-
ams, president, examine the 
contents.
      A second time capsule, 
planted in 1991 by the youth 
of the church to mark the 
congregation’s 200th an-
niversary, was also dug up 
from a flowerbed and its 
contents displayed. From 
the 1991 capsule, there were 
questionnaires completed by 
members of the youth group 
with their photos and listings 
of what was trendy in 1991, 
what they hoped would be 
happening in 2016.  There 
was also a slap bracelet and 
a program from the 1991 
anniversary event.
      The contents of both 

capsules will be catalogued 
and displayed for the public 
to see. The cornerstone will 

again contain a time capusle 
when it is cemented back in 
place.

Photo by Dolores Myers
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At left, some of the items 
found in the church corner-
stone. Above, re-enactors 
watch the opening of the 
metal box. At right, a door 
latch was found in the box. 
From the chapel? Lower 
left, reading  an item found 
in the 1991 time capsule 
planted by young people. 
The capsule was a thermos 
bottle.

Photo by Dolores Myers

Photos by Dolores Myers

Photo by Abby Edwards

Photo by Abby Edwards



Above, the balcony in the Chap-
el starts to fill for the Heritage 
Sunday service. At middle left, 
Kirsten Ditzler, in period cos-
tume, holds her daughter Stella 
Ditzler, who is also in period 
dress. At middle right, Doris 
Moore, who  worked the entire 
weekend to provide meals. At 
right are Cindy and the Rev. 
Dennis Snovel. Dennis served 
Boehm’s for eight years and was 
involved in the reconstruction of 
the Chapel.
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Photo by the Rev. Chris Eden



Like children more 
than a century ago, 
Julia Ditzler rolls a 
hoop by the Chapel.
At middle left, a young 
child naps in the jam-
packed balcony during 
the Heritage Sunday 
event. At middle, right, 
Jim McCullough works 
on a schnitzelbank, 
carving items for the 
auxiliary building. 
At lower left, Pastor 
Chris Eden closes the 
ceremony reinstating 
Martin Boehm with a 
prayer. At lower left, 
re-enactors shoulder 
their muskets.
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Photo by the Rev. Chris Eden
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     Did you remember to 
renew your membership in 
Boehm’s Chapel Society? 
     Membership runs from 
June 1 2016-May 31, 2017.
   The annual membership 
envelope was provided in 
the Summer 2016 newsletter 
or feel free to return the 
membership form, printed 
below, to:

 Boehm’s Chapel Society
PO Box 272, 
Willow Street, PA 17584

  Membership dues help to 
offset costs of printing and 
postage for the quarterly 
newsletters, aid in supporting 

Chapel preservation and 
programs,  and help the 
chapel society to support  
local outreach services, 
such as LUMINA and 
Homes of Hope, and 
evangelical organizations 
such as Rawlinsville Camp 
Meeting and the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary.
     If  you would like to aid in 
reducing costs by having your 
newsletter sent electronically, 
please contact Chapel Society 
Executive Director Dolores 
Myers at:
 boehmschapel@gmail.com  
or phone 717-872-4133.
   If you no longer wish to 
receive the society newsletter, 

     The 31st Apple Festival 
will be held, rain or shine, on 
Saturday, Oct. 8,between 9 
a.m. and 3 p.m. 
     Admission and parking 
are free for the event.
Apple butter, apple dump-
lings, baked goods, ice cream, 
and luncheon fare will be 
available as supplies last.
    Luncheon offerings consist 
of homemade soups, barbe-
cue, hot dogs and sauerkraut, 
french fries, and hot and cold 
drinks. 
     Soups by the quart will be 
available for takeout.
     Children’s activities and 
craft vendor tables will be 
stationed throughout the 
Boehms Campus and inside 
the church fellowship hall.
     Musical entertainment 
will be provided by members 
of the Lampeter-Strasburg 
Community Band. The group 
will perform between noon 
and 1 p.m. 

     Apple Fest visitors should 
plan to bring lawn chairs to 
attend the performance.
    The band, formed in 1992 
as a result of an adult edu-
cation course, is under the 
direction of Howard Boots. 
     Mr. Boots, a graduate of 
Millersville University, is 
retired from the Pennsylvania 
Air National Guard Band of 
the Mid-Atlantic and is an 
elementary school band di-
rector in the Cocalico School 
District.
     A Boehm’s Chapel limited 
225th-anniversary decorated 
crock will be available for
purchase inside the chapel.    
     The chapel will be open for 
tours and to view the
documentary: “A Boehm 
Legacy – More Than Just a 
Chapel, On A Hill.” 
     Sign up sheets to pre-order 
the Boehms 225th-anniversa-
ry book will also be inside the 
chapel.

Apple Festival has 
much to offer you

Members of the apple butter crew check out a kettle at last 
year’s festival.

We want you!
         Remember to renew your membership. It 
helps in so many ways.
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Almost done!
    We’re almost there.
    Work on the auxiliary 
building is headed into its final 
month.
    We hope to have it open in 
time for the Apple Festival.
    Above, plasterers put on 
a coat that will have a rough 
appearance, giving the walls an 
old look.
     At upper right, a new lamp-
post replaces the utility pole.
     One of top features of the 
building will be the foyer.      
     When you enter, you will see 
a wall made of wood salvaged 
from the Chapel when it was 
reconstructed in 1991. The 
wood dates to 1791. 
     At right are Don Hess, head 
contractor, and Duayne Keen 
with the wall.
     A number of the doors will 
also be made of wood from the 
Chapel.
      We will have much more 
on the building in the winter 
newsletter.

Photos by Dolores Myers



Boehm’s Chapel Society
P.O. BOX 272, 13 W. BOEHM RD.

WILLOW STREET, PA 17584

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

     To commemorative the 225th 
anniversary of the building of 
Boehm’s Chapel, the society is 
offering a decorated stoneware 
crock, featuring the image of the 
chapel and inscribed 1791-2016. 
    The crock, made in Lancaster 
County by Bujno Pottery, is avail-
able in very limited numbers, on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
    Please contact Chapel Society 
Secretary Doris Moore at
secretary@boehmsumc.org. The 

cost of the one-quart crock is $30 
plus shipping fees.
    A new children’s book, “Ma-
rooned on Monkey Island,” has 
been released by Boehm descen-
dant and author, Lisa Boehm 
Trumbore. 
     The story teaches children the 
promise of placing their hope in 
the Lord, based on Psalm 31:24.
     The book will be available at 
Apple Fest for $13. 
     For additional information, 

or to order by mail, please see
www.mimisadventures.com.
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Crock, book are offered

     As part of the 225th Heri-
tage Sunday Celebration, James 
McCullough, David Hess and 
Maxine Meck were honored, by 
the Boehm’s Chapel Society, for 
the respective parts they played in 
leading the 1991 reconstruction 
of the Chapel and overseeing the 
200th anniversary celebration in 
1991.
    Pastor William Spiegelhalder, 
Boehm’s United Methodist 
Church, pastor during that anni-
versary celebration, presented Mr. 
McCullough and Mr. Hess with 
wooden desk boxes to commem-
orate the leadership and endless 
hours of labor, both men exhibit-

ed to bring the chapel restoration 
to fruition by Heritage Sunday 
Weekend, June 22-23, 1991.  
     Maxine Meck, who was not 
present at the 225th celebration, 
served as general chairman of the 
Bicentennial Committee, which 
included the consecration service 
of the newly renovated Chapel.
    ▄As part of the 225th-anniver-
sary celebration, a two-hour tour 
of properties in southern Lancast-
er County was offered to Böhm 
descendants and other persons 
interested in Lancaster County 
Böhm history, on June 25.
     Sites visited in Pequea Town-
ship included the Hess/Boehm 

Cemetery, presumed burial site of 
immigrant Jacob Böhm and the 
circa 1747 log Byerland Menno-
nite Meeting House, where the 
first two generations of the Böhm 
family worshiped. 
     In West Lampeter, the group 
stopped at the farm of Henry and 
Susannah Boehm Resch, the sis-
ter and brother-in-law of the Rev. 
Martin Boehm.
     The property, which is now 
Cherry Crest Farm, a local tourist 
attraction in Paradise, was pur-
chased by Jacob Boehm in 1794.   
     Mama Beam retired here in 
1799, after her return from Cana-
da following her husband’s death.

    The bus route also passed 
the first Methodist Church in 
Strasburg, built by Jacob, where 
he and his wife, and also Mama 
Beam, are presumed to be buried.
     At the southernmost site on 
the tour, the group was able 
to view a farm near Camargo, 
which had ties to both John and 
Mary Boehm and John’s brother 
Abraham and wife Barbara Herr 
Nissley Beam, also known as 
Mama Beam.
     It was near the gate of the 
fence around this farm where 
Mama Beam propagated her well 
known Mama Beam Apple. 

Three honored for work to reconstruct the Chapel

     To commemorative the 225th 
anniversary of the building of 
Boehm’s Chapel, the society is 
offering a decorated stoneware 
crock, featuring the image of the 
chapel and inscribed 1791-2016. 
    The crock, made in Lancaster 
County by Bujno Pottery, is avail-
able in very limited numbers, on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
    Please contact Chapel Society 
Secretary Doris Moore at
secretary@boehmsumc.org. The 

cost of the one-quart crock is $30 
plus shipping fees.
    A new children’s book, “Ma-
rooned on Monkey Island,” has 
been released by Boehm descen-
dant and author, Lisa Boehm 
Trumbore. 
     The story teaches children the 
promise of placing their hope in 
the Lord, based on Psalm 31:24.
     The book will be available at 
Apple Fest for $13. 
     For additional information, 

or to order by mail, please see
www.mimisadventures.com.
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Crock, book are offered

     As part of the 225th Heri-
tage Sunday Celebration, James 
McCullough, David Hess and 
Maxine Meck were honored, by 
the Boehm’s Chapel Society, for 
the respective parts they played in 
leading the 1991 reconstruction 
of the Chapel and overseeing the 
200th anniversary celebration in 
1991.
    Pastor William Spiegelhalder, 
Boehm’s United Methodist 
Church, pastor during that anni-
versary celebration, presented Mr. 
McCullough and Mr. Hess with 
wooden desk boxes to commem-
orate the leadership and endless 
hours of labor, both men exhibit-

ed to bring the chapel restoration 
to fruition by Heritage Sunday 
Weekend, June 22-23, 1991.  
     Maxine Meck, who was not 
present at the 225th celebration, 
served as general chairman of the 
Bicentennial Committee, which 
included the consecration service 
of the newly renovated Chapel.
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