
Will host 
two events: 
an evening 
cemetery walk 
and a program 
on slavery and 
Methodists.

The Lancaster County Com-
missioners have proclaimed 
September as “Museum 
Month.”

In cooperation with the 
Museum Council of Lancaster 
County, Boehm’s Chapel Soci-
ety will host two special events 
on Sept. 9 and 30. The goal 
of the month is to encourage 
visitors to discover “The World 
in Their Own Backyard.” The 
Museum Council of Lancaster 
County is a nonprofit consor-
tium of 19 premier museums 
and historical societies.

Come to hear the “Stories 
Behind the Stones” at 7 p.m. 
Sept. 9 on a leisurely evening 
cemetery walk and learn of the 
personalities buried in Boehm’s 
Cemetery.

Notables include early 
Methodist leaders and circuit 
riders, Revolutionary and Civil 
War veterans and a member 
of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. Costumed 
characters will be on hand to 
add sustenance to the stories. 
Cold drinks will be available.

The event will be held rain 
or shine.

Cemetery records are in the 
process of being updated and 
will be available for reference 
on the evening of the walk. 
Local residents with ancestors 
interred in the old cemetery 
are encouraged to bring genea-
logical information to include 
in the record books to aid 
future generations of family 
historians.

On Sept. 30 at 3 p.m. local 

historians Randolph Harris and 
Donald Walters will combine 
talents for a Power Point pre-
sentation titled, “Methodism, 
Slavery & the Underground 
Railroad.”

Mr. Harris is an independent 
consultant specializing in plan-
ning and executing projects 
that focus on the preservation 
and adaptive reuse of historic 
buildings and neighborhoods. 
Since 2000, his work increas-
ingly has involved the research 
and documentation of sites as-
sociated with the Underground 
Railroad. Mr. Harris is a regis-
tered partner of the National 
Park Service’s Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom 
Program. He has been directly 
responsible or has worked with 
teams of historians on 20 of the 
52 sites, programs and facilities 
in the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania that are recognized 
by the National Park Service of 
the U.S. Department of the In-

terior as authentic resources in 
Underground Railroad history.

In 2006 and 2010, Mr. Har-
ris presented evidence to the 
National Park Service, which 
affirmed the direct role of 
Congressman Thaddeus Ste-
vens (1792-1868) in support of 
Underground Railroad activi-
ties at his home and office in the 
City of Lancaster.

Activity had long been as-
sumed or suspected, but not 
verified until this time.

Under contract with the 
Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, he has also conducted 
research and documentation 
on historic sites associated with 
the Underground Railroad 
in Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County and in the northeast 
Pennsylvania counties of 
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Wyo-
ming and Susquehanna. Harris’ 
research and authentication 
of the Underground Railroad 
history in these areas has 

supported the marketing and 
promotion of heritage tourism 
facilities and programs at the 
documented sites in those com-
munities.

A native of Indiana, Don 
Walters has resided in Penn-
sylvania most of his life. As an 
educator and school adminis-
trator, his major work was as 
professor of educational ad-
ministration at Temple Univer-
sity, Philadelphia. He retired to 
South Carolina, but following 
his wife’s death, returned to 
Pennsylvania.

Mr. Walters enjoys study-
ing Methodist history and has 
visited many sites where John 
and Charles Wesley walked 
in the New World as well as 
in England. Serving in the 
Philadelphia area, he was a 
United Methodist certified lay 
speaker for more than15 years. 
Since moving to Willow Street, 
he has valued being a docent 
at Boehm’s Chapel and being 
inspired by the ministries of 
Martin and Henry Boehm. 
Mr. Walters may also be seen 
as a guide at President James 
Buchanan’s Wheatland, Gen. 
Edward Hand’s Rock Ford 
Plantation or leading a down-
town tour offered by Historic 
Lancaster Walking Tours. He 
often portrays historic charac-
ters and speaks to community 
and school groups about local 
history.

Mr. Walters will begin the 
combined program by touching 
on John Wesley’s 18th 
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Big events at the Chapel
in September and October
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below, an evening walk in the cemetery on Sun-
day, Sept. 9; and at right, a two-man presentation 
on slavery and Methodists on Sunday,  Sept. 30. 
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Boehm’s Chapel to participate 
in September Museum Month

Please see MUSEUM MONTH, page 3
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The Boehm’s Chapel Soci-
ety’s 27th Apple Festival will be 
held 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
6, on the campus of Boehm’s 
United Methodist Church.

Anchoring the event are the 
steaming, copper kettles of 
apple butter. Jim McCullough, 
Chapel Society president, and 
his volunteer crew of communi-
ty helpers, Böhm descendants 
and society members fire up the 
kettles after midnight in order 
for each kettle of butter to 
reach the correct consistency 
during festival hours.

Apple dumplings, baked 
goods, homemade vanilla and 
apple ice cream, apple bread, 
apple nuggets, apple crisp, red 
beet apple eggs and candied 
apples will be available for 
purchase at stands around the 
campus.

Vendor stands displaying 
handcrafted items will line the 
walkway to the historic Chapel 
with additional craft stands inside the fel-
lowship hall of Boehm’s Church.

Sunnyside Bluegrass Gospel will 
provide live musical entertainment begin-
ning at noon. Their ministry of music 

has been heard in churches and gospel 
concerts throughout the region. Feel free 
to bring lawn chairs to enjoy the concert.

Spinning and weaving demonstrations, 
a caricature artist and balloons, crafts and 
games for the children will be available 

throughout the day. Tours of the chapel 
will also be available.

Luncheon fare includes barbecue, 
hot dogs and sauerkraut, french fries, 
chicken corn and ham and bean soups, hot 
and cold drinks. The young adult Sunday 
School class of Stehman Memorial United 
Methodist Church, Manor Township, 
oversees the preparation and serving of 
the food sales.

Please phone 872-4133 or email Boehm-
schapel@gmail.com for additional infor-
mation. Parking and admission are free.n
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Don’t miss the Apple Festival
The 27th event is Saturday, Oct. 6, and runs from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

century stance on slavery; 
Henry Boehm’s travels 
across America with 
Bishop Francis Asbury, 
(1808-1813), preaching to 
Africans; and his obser-
vations on slavery. The 
story will then shift to the 
Methodist General Confer-
ence of 1844 and the split 
between North and South 
over slavery including 
Boehm’s observations at 
this time. Also included 
will be information regard-
ing the separated Method-
ist churches during the 
Civil War and Boehm’s 
reflections on the church 
during his centennial an-
niversary in 1875. Inter-
spersed with visuals relat-
ing to the early Methodist 
leaders will be the Power 
Point presentation by Mr. 
Harris of researched sites 
relating to the local Under-
ground Railroad.

A time for questions 
and answers will follow 
the program. Both events 
are free and open to the 
public but donations will 
be greatly appreciated.

Visitors 18 years of age 
and older will receive a 
ticket at each September 
event to enter a random 
drawing to win a Lancaster 
County getaway prize 
package valued at more 
than $1,000. The package 
includes an overnight stay 
and breakfast for a family 
of four, courtesy of Court-
yard by Marriott, and 
lunch for four, courtesy of 
Hershey Farm Restaurant 
& Inn. Some additional 
items donated by the par-
ticipating museums in-
clude cookbooks featuring 
local cuisine, a science kit, 
behind the scenes tours of 
museum sites, watercolor 
prints by local artists, CDs 
and DVDs, a wooden toy 
train set, hardback books 
relating to the various 
museums, free genealogy 
research, tickets to upcom-
ing events, and Boehm’s 
Chapel apple butter.

For information on 
Lancaster County Mu-
seum Month, a listing of all 
participating museums and 
events, visit www.lancaster-
countymuseums.org.

Continued from Page 2

Out of the past:
Two mystery photos
of Boehm’s Chapel

Here are two photos you’ve probably never seen 
before of Boehm’s Chapel. Above, a group of young 
women are seen in Boehm’s Cemetery, apparently 
tending some plantings. We have no idea what year 
the photo was taken, but note the large trees in back 

of the Chapel and that the high window in the build-
ing seems to be closed over. 

The photo below appeared in the Religious 
Telescope, published May 18, 1929.  The newspaper 
was writing about the roots of the United Brethren 
Church while the 13th General Conference of the 
denomination was being held.

The photo most certainly was not taken in 1929.  
There is a great deal of open area in the cemetery, 
to the west of the Chapel.  Also, note the rough 
grounds.

Maybe our readers can give us some clues on the 
years the picture were taken.

Above, performing at the Apple Festival are the Sunny-
side Bluegrass Gospel group. Below, left, children fire off 
apples at last year’s festival using slings. Lower right, a 
volunteer stirs apple butter over an open fire.
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While in pursuit of new 
information for the upcoming 
September chapel presenta-
tion, “Methodism, Slavery and 
the Underground Railroad,” 
Randy Harris invited co-pre-
senter Don Walters and Chapel 
executive director Dolores 
Myers to tag along to explore an 
Underground Railroad site in 
Drumore Township, Lancaster 
County, several miles south of 
Boehm’s Chapel.

The Joseph Smith barn is 
well documented as a station on 
the Underground Railroad.

A sign posted on the door of 
the upper lever of the bank barn 
states slaves were hidden in the 
barn as they made their way 
north in search of freedom. The 
Smith homestead is approxi-
mately 10 miles north of the 
Mason-Dixon line that divides 
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Joseph Smith attended the 
Society of Friends meeting 
at Drumore. He was a man 
known to be bitterly opposed to 
slavery.

His objections were so ada-
mant against any connection to 
slavery that he refrained from 
using cotton material because it 
was produced by slave labor.

One of the first documented 
runaway slaves seeking 
shelter at the Smith homestead 
is reported to have arrived 
circa 1844. The fugitive was 
concealed in the lower level 
of the barn during the day 
and transported after dark to 
Christiana, a major station on 
the Underground Railroad. A 
group of slaves comprised of 
13 runaways from Virginia was 
the largest group to arrive, en 
masse, at the Smith home.

Smith’s abolitionist views 
became well known among 
fugitive slaves. Information 
recorded by R.C. Smedley, 
M.D., in the “History of the Un-
derground Railroad in Chester 
and the Neighboring Coun-
ties of Pennsylvania,” 1883, 
states “many of the farmers 
in Drumore Township went to 
Baltimore markets with loads 
of produce, taking with them 

black drivers. The slaves in 
Baltimore sought opportunity 
to talk with these teamsters and 
to ask them many questions 
as to where they came from, 
whom they lived with, and what 
kind of work they did, how they 
were treated, etc. These black 

teamsters gave them all the 
information they could, which 
was liberally conveyed to oth-
ers, and especially to the slaves 
who accompanied their masters 
from the planting states to Bal-
timore on business.

They would tell it to other 

slaves on their return south, 
and say ‘if they could only get to 
Joseph Smith’s in Pennsylvania 
he would help them on to a land 
of freedom.’ ”

I.C. Arnold recorded in pa-
pers read before the Lancaster 
County Historical Society, Vol. 
LV- No.  7, that Joseph Smith 
was known as a “switch turner.” 
He was responsible for making 
a decision as to what route the 
escaped slaves should pursue 
after leaving his barn.

Arnold also records that in 
the slave state of Maryland, Jo-
seph Smith was called the Black 
Abolitionist and a $500 reward 
was offered for his capture. 
Under the controversial Fugi-
tive Slave Law of 1850, anyone 
giving aide to an escaping slave 
could face severe penalties. 
Per Smedley’s 1883 account, all 
fugitives who reached Joseph 
Smith’s station “were passed on 
safely toward the goal of their 
desires.”n

Nine Böhm descendants 
were present at Boehm’s Chapel 
Heritage Sunday 2012.

Attending were Lorane 
Ranells, Vivian Beahm Seibert, 
son J. Bartley Seibert and grand-
son Matias Seibert, Katherine 
Tribit, Henry Behm Harbage 
and daughter Pamela Deibert, 
Janet Wilson and daughter Dolo-
res Myers.

Lorane Rannells, Vivian, 
Bartley and Matias Seibert and 
Katherine Tribit all descend 
from John Beahm, son of Jacob 
the immigrant and brother of 
Rev. Martin Boehm. John Beahm 
operated a gristmill located on 
a farm in Salisbury Township, 
Lancaster County. He later sold 
the mill and property and moved 
to the Shenandoah Valley area of 
Virginia.

Mr. Harbage and daughter 
Pamela descend from Rudolph 
Böhm, a brother of Jacob, the 
immigrant to the Pequea Settle-
ment. Like his brother Jacob, 
Rudolph was also a blacksmith 
and a lay leader in the Mennonite 
Church. Rudolph arrived in Lan-
caster County in 1727 and settled 
approximately 10 miles north of 
Lancaster city.

Janet Wilson and daughter 
Dolores descend through Rev. 
Martin Boehm’s sister Susannah, 
who married Henrich Resch. 
The Resch family remained in 
Lancaster County.

Their slate tombstones, 
incised in the old German script, 
are beside the chapel.

Before the service began, 
descendants spent time compar-
ing genealogy research as well as 
sharing and copying photos and 
documents to add to their Böhm 
family files. Two of the descen-
dants visited the old Hess/Boehm 
cemetery, the presumed resting 
place of Jacob Böhm, the Pequea 
Settlement immigrant.

Greatly missed were honorary 
lifetime director James Galloway 
and wife Vivian. Jim and his first 
wife Dorothy can be credited for 
encouraging various groups of 
Böhm descendants throughout 
the country to establish family 

reunions and also for informing 
descendants about the chapel. 
Jim and Vivian have returned to 
good health and are doing well.

During the annual business 
meeting held prior to the Heri-
tage Service, Doris Moore was 
elected treasurer of the Chapel 
Society. The Rev. Dennis Snovel, 
past treasurer, will return to 
serve as a board member. In addi-
tion, the following directors were 
re-elected to the board to serve a 
two-year term beginning July 1, 
2012 and ending, June 30, 2014:

Rev. Helen Colwell Adams; 
Rev. D. Guy Carrigan; Dorothy 
Garboczi; David Hess; Elaine 
Neff; Rev. Dennis Snovel; William 
White and Rev. Dr. J. Charles 
Yrigoyen.

The board is pleased to wel-
come two new directors, Matthew 
Buckwalter and Steve Schulz.

Matthew has spent the last 15 
years serving as a pastor, teacher 
and school administrator. He 
serves as the community school 
director at Fulton Elementary 
School in Lancaster city. Matthew, 
his wife, Naomi, and five children 
live in Lampeter and attend Wil-
low Street Mennonite Church. 

Jim McCullough, Chapel 
Society president, invited Steve 
Schulz to attend a Christmas ser-
vice in the chapel in 2010. Steve 
says he was drawn to the chapel 
because of its history, beauty 
and solitude. He began attending 
Boehm’s Church and became a 
member on Easter Sunday 2012. 
Steve started Business2Business  
magazine in 2000. Steve has two 
grown children.

Guest speaker, Henry Boehm, 
as portrayed by Chapel Society 
docent and board member Don 
Walters, presented highlights and 
stories about his early family life 
and also the years he spent as a 
traveling companion to Francis 
Asbury. Henry recalled Asbury’s 
funeral service for his father, Rev. 
Martin, held in Boehm’s Chapel. 
“He [Asbury] praised father’s 
virtue of hospitality in opening his 
doors to the homeless and weary. 
He said, ‘We have cause to thank 
God that his house for fifty years 
has been a house for the welcome 
reception of Gospel ministers, 
and one in which the worship 
of God has been preserved and 
practiced.’ ” In addressing the 

children of Martin Boehm and his 
children’s children to the third, 
fourth and last generations, he 
said, “O hear his voice from the 
grave exhorting you to repent, to 
believe, to obey!”

Henry ended by challenging 
those present with the text from 
Revelation 3:20: “ ‘Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock; if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him and will sup 
with him, and he with me.’

“We have set before us in 
this passage an astounding 
condescension. The Great Being 
condescends to come and stand at 
the door of our hearts and knock, 
and wait for an entrance. This is 
indeed a wonderful condescen-
sion; for here it is set before us 
that the blessed Jesus, who has 
all power in heaven and in earth, 
condescends to come down to 
dependent, sinful beings, and 
wait at the door for voluntary 
entrance. ‘I stand at the door and 
knock’  — Jesus comes to us and 
waits for us to open the door.

“Open the door! Let the Lord 
come in!”n

A stop on Underground Railroad
In nearby Drumore Township, the Joseph Smith farm provided 

a refuge for slaves escaping from the South.
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Descendants
come ‘home’
Attend Heritage Sunday celebration.

A sign posted on the barn door at Locust Grove Farm indicates the site served as a stop on the Under-
ground Railroad.  Local historians Don Walters and Randy Harris are shown through the hidden slave room 
by Betsy Sinclair Hess, daughter of the former owner of the property.

Lorane Rannells and Vivian Beahm Seibert, of Virginia, visit the old 
Hess/Boehm graveyard before the Heritage Day program. Following 
his message, titled “Open the Door,” Henry Boehm, as portrayed by  
Don Walters, stands beside the open door of the chapel. Afterward 
Henry posed with three generations of Beahm descendants, Vivian 
Beahm Seibert, son J. Bartley Seibert and grandson Matias Seibert.



While in pursuit of new 
information for the upcoming 
September chapel presenta-
tion, “Methodism, Slavery and 
the Underground Railroad,” 
Randy Harris invited co-pre-
senter Don Walters and Chapel 
executive director Dolores 
Myers to tag along to explore an 
Underground Railroad site in 
Drumore Township, Lancaster 
County, several miles south of 
Boehm’s Chapel.

The Joseph Smith barn is 
well documented as a station on 
the Underground Railroad.

A sign posted on the door of 
the upper lever of the bank barn 
states slaves were hidden in the 
barn as they made their way 
north in search of freedom. The 
Smith homestead is approxi-
mately 10 miles north of the 
Mason-Dixon line that divides 
Maryland and Pennsylvania.

Joseph Smith attended the 
Society of Friends meeting 
at Drumore. He was a man 
known to be bitterly opposed to 
slavery.

His objections were so ada-
mant against any connection to 
slavery that he refrained from 
using cotton material because it 
was produced by slave labor.

One of the first documented 
runaway slaves seeking 
shelter at the Smith homestead 
is reported to have arrived 
circa 1844. The fugitive was 
concealed in the lower level 
of the barn during the day 
and transported after dark to 
Christiana, a major station on 
the Underground Railroad. A 
group of slaves comprised of 
13 runaways from Virginia was 
the largest group to arrive, en 
masse, at the Smith home.

Smith’s abolitionist views 
became well known among 
fugitive slaves. Information 
recorded by R.C. Smedley, 
M.D., in the “History of the Un-
derground Railroad in Chester 
and the Neighboring Coun-
ties of Pennsylvania,” 1883, 
states “many of the farmers 
in Drumore Township went to 
Baltimore markets with loads 
of produce, taking with them 

black drivers. The slaves in 
Baltimore sought opportunity 
to talk with these teamsters and 
to ask them many questions 
as to where they came from, 
whom they lived with, and what 
kind of work they did, how they 
were treated, etc. These black 

teamsters gave them all the 
information they could, which 
was liberally conveyed to oth-
ers, and especially to the slaves 
who accompanied their masters 
from the planting states to Bal-
timore on business.

They would tell it to other 

slaves on their return south, 
and say ‘if they could only get to 
Joseph Smith’s in Pennsylvania 
he would help them on to a land 
of freedom.’ ”

I.C. Arnold recorded in pa-
pers read before the Lancaster 
County Historical Society, Vol. 
LV- No.  7, that Joseph Smith 
was known as a “switch turner.” 
He was responsible for making 
a decision as to what route the 
escaped slaves should pursue 
after leaving his barn.

Arnold also records that in 
the slave state of Maryland, Jo-
seph Smith was called the Black 
Abolitionist and a $500 reward 
was offered for his capture. 
Under the controversial Fugi-
tive Slave Law of 1850, anyone 
giving aide to an escaping slave 
could face severe penalties. 
Per Smedley’s 1883 account, all 
fugitives who reached Joseph 
Smith’s station “were passed on 
safely toward the goal of their 
desires.”n

Nine Böhm descendants 
were present at Boehm’s Chapel 
Heritage Sunday 2012.

Attending were Lorane 
Ranells, Vivian Beahm Seibert, 
son J. Bartley Seibert and grand-
son Matias Seibert, Katherine 
Tribit, Henry Behm Harbage 
and daughter Pamela Deibert, 
Janet Wilson and daughter Dolo-
res Myers.

Lorane Rannells, Vivian, 
Bartley and Matias Seibert and 
Katherine Tribit all descend 
from John Beahm, son of Jacob 
the immigrant and brother of 
Rev. Martin Boehm. John Beahm 
operated a gristmill located on 
a farm in Salisbury Township, 
Lancaster County. He later sold 
the mill and property and moved 
to the Shenandoah Valley area of 
Virginia.

Mr. Harbage and daughter 
Pamela descend from Rudolph 
Böhm, a brother of Jacob, the 
immigrant to the Pequea Settle-
ment. Like his brother Jacob, 
Rudolph was also a blacksmith 
and a lay leader in the Mennonite 
Church. Rudolph arrived in Lan-
caster County in 1727 and settled 
approximately 10 miles north of 
Lancaster city.

Janet Wilson and daughter 
Dolores descend through Rev. 
Martin Boehm’s sister Susannah, 
who married Henrich Resch. 
The Resch family remained in 
Lancaster County.

Their slate tombstones, 
incised in the old German script, 
are beside the chapel.

Before the service began, 
descendants spent time compar-
ing genealogy research as well as 
sharing and copying photos and 
documents to add to their Böhm 
family files. Two of the descen-
dants visited the old Hess/Boehm 
cemetery, the presumed resting 
place of Jacob Böhm, the Pequea 
Settlement immigrant.

Greatly missed were honorary 
lifetime director James Galloway 
and wife Vivian. Jim and his first 
wife Dorothy can be credited for 
encouraging various groups of 
Böhm descendants throughout 
the country to establish family 

reunions and also for informing 
descendants about the chapel. 
Jim and Vivian have returned to 
good health and are doing well.

During the annual business 
meeting held prior to the Heri-
tage Service, Doris Moore was 
elected treasurer of the Chapel 
Society. The Rev. Dennis Snovel, 
past treasurer, will return to 
serve as a board member. In addi-
tion, the following directors were 
re-elected to the board to serve a 
two-year term beginning July 1, 
2012 and ending, June 30, 2014:

Rev. Helen Colwell Adams; 
Rev. D. Guy Carrigan; Dorothy 
Garboczi; David Hess; Elaine 
Neff; Rev. Dennis Snovel; William 
White and Rev. Dr. J. Charles 
Yrigoyen.

The board is pleased to wel-
come two new directors, Matthew 
Buckwalter and Steve Schulz.

Matthew has spent the last 15 
years serving as a pastor, teacher 
and school administrator. He 
serves as the community school 
director at Fulton Elementary 
School in Lancaster city. Matthew, 
his wife, Naomi, and five children 
live in Lampeter and attend Wil-
low Street Mennonite Church. 

Jim McCullough, Chapel 
Society president, invited Steve 
Schulz to attend a Christmas ser-
vice in the chapel in 2010. Steve 
says he was drawn to the chapel 
because of its history, beauty 
and solitude. He began attending 
Boehm’s Church and became a 
member on Easter Sunday 2012. 
Steve started Business2Business  
magazine in 2000. Steve has two 
grown children.

Guest speaker, Henry Boehm, 
as portrayed by Chapel Society 
docent and board member Don 
Walters, presented highlights and 
stories about his early family life 
and also the years he spent as a 
traveling companion to Francis 
Asbury. Henry recalled Asbury’s 
funeral service for his father, Rev. 
Martin, held in Boehm’s Chapel. 
“He [Asbury] praised father’s 
virtue of hospitality in opening his 
doors to the homeless and weary. 
He said, ‘We have cause to thank 
God that his house for fifty years 
has been a house for the welcome 
reception of Gospel ministers, 
and one in which the worship 
of God has been preserved and 
practiced.’ ” In addressing the 

children of Martin Boehm and his 
children’s children to the third, 
fourth and last generations, he 
said, “O hear his voice from the 
grave exhorting you to repent, to 
believe, to obey!”

Henry ended by challenging 
those present with the text from 
Revelation 3:20: “ ‘Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock; if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him and will sup 
with him, and he with me.’

“We have set before us in 
this passage an astounding 
condescension. The Great Being 
condescends to come and stand at 
the door of our hearts and knock, 
and wait for an entrance. This is 
indeed a wonderful condescen-
sion; for here it is set before us 
that the blessed Jesus, who has 
all power in heaven and in earth, 
condescends to come down to 
dependent, sinful beings, and 
wait at the door for voluntary 
entrance. ‘I stand at the door and 
knock’  — Jesus comes to us and 
waits for us to open the door.

“Open the door! Let the Lord 
come in!”n
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The congregation of Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church and members of the 
Boehm’s Chapel Society lost a great friend 
when Ron Martin did Aug. 3.

Ron was a longtime member of the 
church and the board of the Chapel Soci-
ety.

He was involved in so many things 
with the church and 
society that it would 
be hard to list them, 
without missing 
many of this activi-
ties.

Ron was a quiet 
man and a great and 
patient teacher of 
both young and old as 
he went about in his 
unassuming way.

He will be greatly 
missed.

Following is the 
obituary for Ron that ran in the Lancaster 
newspapers:

Ronald D. Martin, 70, of Lancaster, died 
Friday, August 3, 2012 at his home after a 
brief illness. Born February 18, 1942, he was 
a son of the late J. Lloyd and Blanche (Potts) 
Martin. Ronald was preceded in death by his 
wife, Joanne C. (Lefever) Martin.

Mr. Martin was a devoted 50-year mem-
ber of Boehms United Methodist Church 
where he served on the boards of the Boehms 
Chapel Society and Boehms United Method-
ist Church. Ronald was an avid supporter of 
the Southern Manheim Township Volunteer 
Fire Company, where he served as executive 

officer and an auxiliary member. He was also 
a member and Delegate of the Lancaster 
County Firemen’s Association. Ronald also 
volunteered with the Salvation Army Emer-
gency Disaster Services Canteen, providing 
relief to emergency responders in local coun-
ties and as far as Ohio. Mr. Martin has been 
honored for his efforts at the Nickel Mines 
School tragedy.

Ron enjoyed 
spending time with 
his family, cooking, 
Lancaster County 
history and helping 
others.

He is survived 
by his daughter Sha-
ron L., wife of Brian 
K. Homsher; twins: 
Scott David Martin 
and Kimberly S., 
wife of Michael D. 
Costello; 3 grand-
children: Shara 
Lynn Homsher, 
Brenton M. and 
Dellon R. Martin. In 
addition to his wife, 
Mr. Martin was pre-
deceased by his sis-
ter Betty Stauffer 
and a grandson 
Lloyd Homsher.

Funeral services 
[were held] 11:00 
a.m. Thursday, Au-
gust 9, at the Gun-
del Funeral Home, 
415 North Duke St., 

Lancaster. Viewings [were held] from the 
funeral home, 6-8:00 p.m. Wednesday and one 
hour prior to the service on Thursday.

In lieu of flowers memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Southern Man-
heim Township Fire Co., Station #211, 1396 
Orchard Street, Lancaster, PA 17601; or 
The Salvation Army of Lancaster, 131 South 
Queen Street, Lancaster, PA 17603.

RONALD D. MARTIN: 1942-2012

Church and Chapel lose devoted member

It was 50-plus years ago that 
Rev. George Ludwig served 
as a student pastor at Boehm’s 
United Methodist Church.

Following his graduation 
from Lancaster Theological 
Seminary in 1957, he served 
at Boehm’s an additional 
six months and then moved 
on. When Rev. Ludwig left 
Boehm’s, in 1958, his per-
sonal Bible, given to him by his 
parents, was accidentally left 
behind. It was recently found 
tucked in the depths of Boehm’s 
archival closet.

Several unsuccessful 
attempts to locate the Lud-
wig family and return the 
Bible were made using vari-
ous resources. No one seemed 
to know where the Ludwig 
family had moved after leaving 
Boehm’s.

Folks with a passion for ge-
nealogy research are familiar 
with the free Internet site “Find 
A Grave.” It was by use of this 
resource that information con-
cerning Rev. Ludwig was finally 
revealed through a recently 
posted obituary. The obituary 
stated Rev. George K. Ludwig 
passed away Aug. 16,1995. 
The obituary also contained 
information as to where he had 
served in the years following 
1958.

After leaving Boehm’s, Rev. 
Ludwig and family moved to 
Hill United Church of Christ in 
Oley, Berks County. The switch 

to serve in another denomina-
tion was the major reason Rev. 
Ludwig’s name could not be 
found in Methodist Church re-
cords. The Ludwigs remained 
in Oley until 1962 and then 
became the pastoral couple at 
Mount Tabor UCC in Lexington, 
N.C. They returned to Penn-
sylvania in 1967 to pastor at 
Zeltenrich UCC in New Holland 
until 1970.

Rev. Ludwig retired in 1990 
after serving five years as pas-
tor at St Paul’s (Dubs) UCC in 
Hanover. He and his wife, Ma-
bel, were residing in Ephrata at 
the time of his death.

They became the parents of 
five children including Judith 
Ludwig, wife of Larry Heinsey, 
New Holland.

It was the mention of Judy’s 

name in the obituary that defi-
nitely proved we had found the 
correct Rev. Ludwig who had 
served at Boehm’s. In 1957 the 
parsonage for Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church was at 270 
Willow Street Pike. In 1957, 
Chapel director Dolores Wilson 
Myers lived on Willow Street 
Pike, four houses north of the 
parsonage.

That was a great year to 
be a 5-year-old kid in Willow 
Street. Everyone knew and 
associated with his or her 
neighbors and neighborhood 
kids had fun playing simple 
games in the backyard all day 
long. Twin Popsicles were five 
cents at Mellot’s store, only a 
block down the street from the 
parsonage, and best of all, they 
could be shared with a friend. 

It was the era of “Leave it to 
Beaver” and “Father Knows 
Best.”

Roller-skating on the side-
walk was a great way to pass 
some time. The wheels were 
metal, which made for exciting 
friction sparks that could be 
seen as one zoomed back and 
forth. It was especially excit-
ing if your parents granted you 
permission to stay out until 
dusk, every once in a while. 
Seeing sparks fly as we skated 
between the two houses is one 
of the few memories of living 
in Willow Street and playing 
with Judy Ludwig as a 5-year 
old. The Ludwig family moved 
to Berks County in 1958, and 
in the same year the Wilson 
family moved to a new home in 
New Danville, five miles from 
Willow Street.

Following the lead found 
in the obituary, Boehm’s 
Church members Virgil and 
Maxine Meck contacted Judy 
and her husband, Larry, and 
returned the long-lost Bible. 
The Heinseys were pleased 
to have it back in their family 
after 54 years. Equally pleas-
ing was recalling memories of 
a childhood friendship and the 
time the Ludwig family spent 
serving at Boehm’s Church.n

Bible
back
with
family
It took some detective 
work, but the Rev. 
George Ludwig’s gift 
from his parents is 
returned more than 50 
years later.
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Ron Martin

Ron Martin is shown at the Boehm’s Apple Festival in 2009. He was in 
charge of food preparation that year, a job that he knew well from his  
posts with his fire company and the Salvation Army.

Above, the former Boehm’s par-
sonage in Willow Street. At left, 
Judy Ludwig Heinsey receives 
her late father’s lost Bible from 
Boehm’s congregation member 
Maxine Meck.



The congregation of Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church and members of the 
Boehm’s Chapel Society lost a great friend 
when Ron Martin did Aug. 3.

Ron was a longtime member of the 
church and the board of the Chapel Soci-
ety.

He was involved in so many things 
with the church and 
society that it would 
be hard to list them, 
without missing 
many of this activi-
ties.

Ron was a quiet 
man and a great and 
patient teacher of 
both young and old as 
he went about in his 
unassuming way.

He will be greatly 
missed.

Following is the 
obituary for Ron that ran in the Lancaster 
newspapers:

Ronald D. Martin, 70, of Lancaster, died 
Friday, August 3, 2012 at his home after a 
brief illness. Born February 18, 1942, he was 
a son of the late J. Lloyd and Blanche (Potts) 
Martin. Ronald was preceded in death by his 
wife, Joanne C. (Lefever) Martin.

Mr. Martin was a devoted 50-year mem-
ber of Boehms United Methodist Church 
where he served on the boards of the Boehms 
Chapel Society and Boehms United Method-
ist Church. Ronald was an avid supporter of 
the Southern Manheim Township Volunteer 
Fire Company, where he served as executive 

officer and an auxiliary member. He was also 
a member and Delegate of the Lancaster 
County Firemen’s Association. Ronald also 
volunteered with the Salvation Army Emer-
gency Disaster Services Canteen, providing 
relief to emergency responders in local coun-
ties and as far as Ohio. Mr. Martin has been 
honored for his efforts at the Nickel Mines 
School tragedy.

Ron enjoyed 
spending time with 
his family, cooking, 
Lancaster County 
history and helping 
others.

He is survived 
by his daughter Sha-
ron L., wife of Brian 
K. Homsher; twins: 
Scott David Martin 
and Kimberly S., 
wife of Michael D. 
Costello; 3 grand-
children: Shara 
Lynn Homsher, 
Brenton M. and 
Dellon R. Martin. In 
addition to his wife, 
Mr. Martin was pre-
deceased by his sis-
ter Betty Stauffer 
and a grandson 
Lloyd Homsher.

Funeral services 
[were held] 11:00 
a.m. Thursday, Au-
gust 9, at the Gun-
del Funeral Home, 
415 North Duke St., 

Lancaster. Viewings [were held] from the 
funeral home, 6-8:00 p.m. Wednesday and one 
hour prior to the service on Thursday.

In lieu of flowers memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Southern Man-
heim Township Fire Co., Station #211, 1396 
Orchard Street, Lancaster, PA 17601; or 
The Salvation Army of Lancaster, 131 South 
Queen Street, Lancaster, PA 17603.

RONALD D. MARTIN: 1942-2012

Church and Chapel lose devoted member

It was 50-plus years ago that 
Rev. George Ludwig served 
as a student pastor at Boehm’s 
United Methodist Church.

Following his graduation 
from Lancaster Theological 
Seminary in 1957, he served 
at Boehm’s an additional 
six months and then moved 
on. When Rev. Ludwig left 
Boehm’s, in 1958, his per-
sonal Bible, given to him by his 
parents, was accidentally left 
behind. It was recently found 
tucked in the depths of Boehm’s 
archival closet.

Several unsuccessful 
attempts to locate the Lud-
wig family and return the 
Bible were made using vari-
ous resources. No one seemed 
to know where the Ludwig 
family had moved after leaving 
Boehm’s.

Folks with a passion for ge-
nealogy research are familiar 
with the free Internet site “Find 
A Grave.” It was by use of this 
resource that information con-
cerning Rev. Ludwig was finally 
revealed through a recently 
posted obituary. The obituary 
stated Rev. George K. Ludwig 
passed away Aug. 16,1995. 
The obituary also contained 
information as to where he had 
served in the years following 
1958.

After leaving Boehm’s, Rev. 
Ludwig and family moved to 
Hill United Church of Christ in 
Oley, Berks County. The switch 

to serve in another denomina-
tion was the major reason Rev. 
Ludwig’s name could not be 
found in Methodist Church re-
cords. The Ludwigs remained 
in Oley until 1962 and then 
became the pastoral couple at 
Mount Tabor UCC in Lexington, 
N.C. They returned to Penn-
sylvania in 1967 to pastor at 
Zeltenrich UCC in New Holland 
until 1970.

Rev. Ludwig retired in 1990 
after serving five years as pas-
tor at St Paul’s (Dubs) UCC in 
Hanover. He and his wife, Ma-
bel, were residing in Ephrata at 
the time of his death.

They became the parents of 
five children including Judith 
Ludwig, wife of Larry Heinsey, 
New Holland.

It was the mention of Judy’s 

name in the obituary that defi-
nitely proved we had found the 
correct Rev. Ludwig who had 
served at Boehm’s. In 1957 the 
parsonage for Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church was at 270 
Willow Street Pike. In 1957, 
Chapel director Dolores Wilson 
Myers lived on Willow Street 
Pike, four houses north of the 
parsonage.

That was a great year to 
be a 5-year-old kid in Willow 
Street. Everyone knew and 
associated with his or her 
neighbors and neighborhood 
kids had fun playing simple 
games in the backyard all day 
long. Twin Popsicles were five 
cents at Mellot’s store, only a 
block down the street from the 
parsonage, and best of all, they 
could be shared with a friend. 

It was the era of “Leave it to 
Beaver” and “Father Knows 
Best.”

Roller-skating on the side-
walk was a great way to pass 
some time. The wheels were 
metal, which made for exciting 
friction sparks that could be 
seen as one zoomed back and 
forth. It was especially excit-
ing if your parents granted you 
permission to stay out until 
dusk, every once in a while. 
Seeing sparks fly as we skated 
between the two houses is one 
of the few memories of living 
in Willow Street and playing 
with Judy Ludwig as a 5-year 
old. The Ludwig family moved 
to Berks County in 1958, and 
in the same year the Wilson 
family moved to a new home in 
New Danville, five miles from 
Willow Street.

Following the lead found 
in the obituary, Boehm’s 
Church members Virgil and 
Maxine Meck contacted Judy 
and her husband, Larry, and 
returned the long-lost Bible. 
The Heinseys were pleased 
to have it back in their family 
after 54 years. Equally pleas-
ing was recalling memories of 
a childhood friendship and the 
time the Ludwig family spent 
serving at Boehm’s Church.n

Bible
back
with
family
It took some detective 
work, but the Rev. 
George Ludwig’s gift 
from his parents is 
returned more than 50 
years later.

8 Boehm’s Chapel Society NewsletterFALL 2012

7FALL 2012Boehm’s Chapel Society Newsletter

Ron Martin

Ron Martin is shown at the Boehm’s Apple Festival in 2009. He was in 
charge of food preparation that year, a job that he knew well from his  
posts with his fire company and the Salvation Army.

Above, the former Boehm’s par-
sonage in Willow Street. At left, 
Judy Ludwig Heinsey receives 
her late father’s lost Bible from 
Boehm’s congregation member 
Maxine Meck.

Boehm’s Chapel Society
P.O. BOx 272, 13 W. BOehm Rd.

WillOW StReet, PA 17584

Non-Profit Orginization

U.S. PoStagE
PaiD

LancaStEr, Pa
PErmit No. 969

RetuRn SeRvice RequeSted


