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Photo by Chere Fizer
The crowd at last year’s Apple Festival takes a look at the wares offered by the vendors in back of the Chapel. This 
year’s festival is Oct. 12, Columbus Day weekend. For details and more photos, please see pages 4 and 5.

APPLE FESTIVAL TIME

Inside

A preserved town is a 
haven for the history of 
two generations of the 
Boehm family. Meet 
Henry Martin Boehm, son 
of the Rev. Henry Boehm. 
Please see pages 2 and 3.

 Hymn sings in Chapel    

     Hymn sings will be held in 
Boehm’s Chapel, 13 W. Boehms 
Road, Willow Street, at 3 p.m. 
the third Sunday of each month.
    Come praise God in this 1791 
stone structure which has won-
derful acoustics.
    We invite local churches to 
choose a month and take a turn 
leading the hymn sing. To sign 
up, email secretary@boehm-
sumc.org or call 717-381-1500.
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 By Dolores Myers
Executive Director    

     Historic Richmond Town, 
441 Clarke Ave., Staten Island, 
New York, is a living history
museum that captures 350 
years of American history and 
culture.
     The town of Richmond, 
with origins hearkening back 
to the 1600s, was rescued 
and preserved by The Staten 
Island Historical Society at the 
beginning of the 20th century, 
to tell the story of American 
life. The museum’s collection 
numbers close to a million
items, which includes such 
diversified objects as historic 
structures dating to 1660 to
photographs and courthouse 
documents.
     Among the historic 
dwellings is one which the 
society has designated as the 
Boehm House. Described 

by the society as typical of 
Staten Island farmhouses of 
the 18th and 19th centuries, it 
shows Dutch influence in the 
older (southern) portion of the 
house.
     Originally located 
approximately four miles away 
on Arthur Kill Road, it was 
moved to Historic Richmond 
Town in 1965. It presently sits 
on the former foundation of 
the Dr. Thomas Frost House, 
which was destroyed by a fire 
in the 1880s.
     Information from the 
historical society states: “The 
original owner of the house 
is not known, but based on 
the architectural style, the 
house is thought to have been 
constructed circa 1750.”  
      “The first recorded 
occupant was Cornelius 
Poillon, who mortgaged the 
property in 1814. Three other 

property owners are recorded 
between 1819 and 1855 when 
educator Henry Martin Boehm 
purchased the house.”
     Henry Martin Boehm, son 
of the revered Rev. Henry and 
Sarah Hill Boehm, served
as a schoolmaster in Southfield 
School District, No. 3, between 
1840 and 1860. He resided 
in the house, with his wife, 
Rizpah, and also used the 
house as a school.
     The New York Public 
School system began providing 
free schooling for all children 
in 1842. Standardized courses 
were put in place, and teachers 
were required to meet state
qualifications. “The school 
day of 1842 included scripture 
reading, arithmetic, reading, 
geography, penmanship, 
spelling, dictation, and 
singing.”
     The New York state census 

of 1855 lists a total of 14 
students and boarders
residing with Henry Martin 
Boehm, wife Rizpah, and their 
13-year old daughter, Mary
Amelia. Three female domestic 
servants, from Ireland, also 
resided within the household.
     In 1860, Henry Martin 
Boehm became the Richmond 
County School Commissioner.
On Sept. 20, 1861, Boehm 
presided over a meeting, 
attended by 36 of the island’s
47 teachers under his 
supervision, and founded the 
Richmond County Teachers’
Association. Boehm’s diary, 
which contained specific rules 
and regulations dealing with
the public school system, was 
reproduced in the Historic 
Richmond Town Society’s
publication, The Staten Island 
Historian.
     After a brief illness, 

Boehms have place in historic town
Shown is the home of Henry Martin Boehm, schoolmaster and son of the Rev. Martin Boehm, on Staten Island, New York. 
Rev. Boehm lived here until he died at the age of 100. He is buried on Staten Island.



Schoolmaster Boehm died at 
his residence March 26, 1862. 
The New York Times, dated 
March 29, 1862, recorded his 
passing:
     Mr. HENRY M. BOEHM, 
School Commissioner of 
Richmond County, died at his
residence, Fresh Kill, Staten 
Island, on Wednesday last, 
after a brief illness, aged 42
years. For fifteen years past 
Mr. BOEHM has kept a select 
school for boys and girls on
Staten Island, and to hundreds 
of his pupils in this City and 
vicinity the announcement of
his death will come like that of 
the loss of a dearest friend. He 
was elected School
Commissioner of Richmond 
County at the last Presidential 
election, and his popularity
is shown by the fact that he 
was the only Republican 
elected to any office in the 
county. Since his accession to 
office he has imparted new life 
to the public schools of the
county, and in his untimely 
death the people of Staten 
Island have lost one of their 
most valued citizens, and the 
cause of public education one 
of its ablest and most zealous
supporters.”
     Rizpah LaForge Boehm 
became the owner of the frame 
house on Arthur Kill Road. In
the 1865 New York census, 
Rizpah was listed as the 
widowed head of the 
household residing with her 
unmarried daughter, Mary A. 
Boehm, age 22. Seemingly 
following in her father’s 
footsteps, Mary listed her 
occupation as a schoolteacher. 
Also in the household was 
Rizpah’s widowed mother, 
Elizabeth, age 80, and seven 
individuals listed as borders, 
including four children under 
the age of 13 years, from 
Germany and Central America.
     Information enumerated 
for the 1870 federal census 
showed the Rev. Henry 
Boehm, age 95, occupation 
listed as minister, residing in 
the home with his daughter- 
in-law Rizpah, age 45, and his 
schoolteacher granddaughter, 
Mary A Boehm, 27. With 

them are two female domestic 
servants and five individuals 
of foreign birth, (Spain and 
Cuba), listed as students 
or attending school. Five 
thousand dollars was the
value listed for the frame 
dwelling.
     The 1880 federal census 
reflected the marriage of Henry 
Martin and Rizpah’s daughter,
Mary Amelia Boehm, to 
Raymond Fuentes, a native of 
Cuba, whose occupation was
listed as a traveling agent.
Rizpah remained in the house 
until her passing in 1898, when 
the house became the
property of her daughter. 
Rizpah’s obituary found in The
Christian Advocate, Vol. 74, 
dated March 16, 1899, stated 
the following:
     “Boehm, Rizpah, wife of 
the late Professor Henry M, 
Boehm died at the home of 
her only child, Mrs Henry B 
Fuentes at Richmond, SI Dec 
9 1898 in the seventy eighth 
of her age. Her husband was 
the son of Rev Henry Boehm 
the veteran itinerant who 
traveled with Bishop Asbury 
and preached a sermon before 
Newark Conference after he 
had
passed his one hundredth 
birthday. Sister Rizpah Boehm 
was converted in early life and
was for many years an active 
and faithful member of 

Woodrow Methodist Episcopal
Church. She was an 
excellent Christian especially 
characterized by the 
sweetness and kindness of 
her disposition. Her aim was 
always to speak well of those 
about her, to
exert an influence for good, 
and to do what she could to 
promote the interests the
Saviour’s kingdom. Afflicted 
with illness during the later 
years of her life she was
debarred from taking an active 
part in the affairs of home and 
the church but maintained
a deep interest in them to the 
last.” 
     The remaining information 
was transcribed from the 
Historic Richmond Town
visitor pamphlet: 
     “Mary, (Boehm Fuentes), 
was also an educator. She 
specialized in teaching
English to Spanish-speakers, 
and census records indicate 
that students and boarders from
Spain, Cuba, and Puerto Rico 
also resided in the house at 
various times. Mary continued
to teach until 1927, when 
she was 85 years old. She 
sold the house in 1933, and it 
passed through several owners 
before the City of New York 
purchased it in 1953 as part of 
the Brookfield Landfill. The 
Boehm House was restored 
in several stages in the 1960s 
and 1970s, and was designated 
a New York City landmark in 
1969.
     After the most recent 
renovation, in 1978-1979, the 
exhibition, “Discovering the 
Boehm House,” was installed 
to demonstrate 18th- and 19th-
century house construction.
PS 55 Staten Island is named 
in memory of Henry Martin 
Boehm, 1819-1862. The school
has approximately 750 
students, pre-K through 5th 
grade.
    Additional information 
can be found at www.
historicrichmondtown.org.
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Society
officers
listed
     Following are the 
officers, ex-officio mem-
bers and directors for the 
Boehm’s Chapel Society                      
for 2019-2020:

President     
Marvin Adams
Vice president  
Rev. Helen Adams
Treasurer                  
Doris Moore
Recording secretary  
Joann Foss
Executive director
Dolores Myers

     The ex-officio members 
of the board are:
Pastor of Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church:
Rev. Joan Trout
Representatives/trustees 
of Boehm’s UMC:
Dave Ressler
Pam Dombach
District superintendent
Rev. Bumkoo Chung

Directors are:
Donald A. Dale                   
Rev. Joe DiPaolo             
Evelyn Merriam                      
Paul Merriam                         
Elizabeth Mills                        
Pamela Martin                    
Elaine Neff                            
Rev. Dennis Snovel               
Rev. William Spiegelhalder 
Wes Swanson  

Contact us
     Boehm’s Chapel Society 
mainains a website: 
www.boehmschapel.org/
     You can also contact 
Executive Director Dolores 
Myers at: boehmschapel@
gmail.com.

This photo of the Rev. 
Henry Boehm was taken at 
the Reading, Pennsylvania, 
studio of Charles A. Saylor 
in 1868. He was 94.
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Upcoming 
 events at 
 Boehm’s
Chapel

Apple Festival

     Boehm’s Chapel Society 
will host the 34th annual Apple 
Festival, Oct. 12,  9 a.m.-3 
p.m.,  rain or shine, throughout 
Boehm’s United Methodist 
Church’s campus, 13 West 
Boehms Road, Willow Street.    
     Homemade apple butter, 
dumplings, nuggets and 
homemade apple ice cream 
will be available for purchase 
throughout the campus.   
Stehman’s Memorial United 
Methodist Church will provide 
a large variety of hot and cold 
luncheon foods. 
     Boehm’s 
UMC 
will offer 
homemade 
baked 
goods. Door 
prizes will 
be drawn 
every half-
hour. 
     Tours 
of the 1791 
historic 
stone chapel 
and a video 
outlining 
the story 
of Martin 
Boehm’s 
call to 
spread the 
gospel in the 18th century, will be available throughout the day.  Vendors will 
be on hand, across the campus, offering hand-crafted wares.

 Annual Vesper service
     The annual program of Lessons and Carols will be held in Boehm’s 
Chapel on Dec. 1 at 3 p.m..   For additional information, please email 
boehmschapel@gmail.com, phone 717-872-4133, or view the Chapel 
website at www.boehmschapel.org, closer to the event.

Photos by Chere Fizer

Above, apple butter pa-
triarch Jim McCullough 
watches as Arnold Goss 
stirs the kettle. At left, 
the trio of knitters that 
calls itself the Knit Wits, 
work on the porch of the 
Tying Shed. In bottom 
photo, Doris Moore 
serves ciders.
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Photos by Chere Fizer

In top photo, Kevin Moore, left, and Jamie Fizer test 
the apple butter. At middle right, a boy gets a ride 
on his father’s shoulders to get a better view of the 
Apple Festival activities. Above, middle, a boy shows 
off a new look, thanks to a face painter. At lower 
right, homemade ice cream is dipped for hungry 
customers.
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     Bertha Virginia Elizabeth 
Adams, passed away, June 
16, at her home in Willow 
Street.
     She was the wife of 
the late Marvin I. Adams 
Sr.  and is survived by her 
son, Marvin Jr., husband 
of the Rev. Helen Adams, 
of Pequea; and daughter, 

Peggy Stiffel, wife of George 
Stiffel, of Willow Street; and 
granddaughter, Abigail H. 
Adams, of Pittsburgh.
     Mrs. Adams, a charter 
member of the Chapel 
Society, was the official 
greeter at the society’s annual 
fall Apple Fest.  She regularly 
attended Rawlinsville Camp 
Meeting and worked every 
Boehm’s Sunday, while she 
was able, in the boarding 
house, serving the preachers’ 
table.
     She will be remembered 
for her dedication to Boehm’s 
United Methodist Church, 
where she served as the 
Sunday school secretary for 
many years.
     Services were held at 
Boehm’s Church on June 
22, with interment in the 
adjoining cemetery, next 
to her husband who died in 
September 2001.

Three charter members pass

     Mrs. V. Maxine Meck, 90, 
of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania, 
formerly of Willow Street, 
died Aug. 31. 
     Mrs. Meck was the wife of 
Virgil A. Meck, who died in 
2015. They were married 66 
years. 
     She was a charter member 
of Boehm’s Chapel Society.    
     She served on the board 
of directors for approximate-
ly 25 years, which included 
several terms as the recording 
secretary.  
     Both she and her husband 
faithfully helped with the an-
nual Chapel Apple Festival.    
     She will be remembered for 
serving as the general chair-
man of the Bicentennial Com-
mittee in  June 1991, when the 
renovations were completed 
for the historic Chapel.
     Mrs. Meck was a longtime 
member of Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church.
     She was a faithful prayer 
warrior and an encourager 
and mentor for many of the 
young women who attended 

the church.
    Funeral services were held 
Sept. 5, at Boehm’s Chapel. 

She was buried next to her 
husband near the Chapel in the 
church cemetery.

V. Maxine Meck

V. Maxine Meck, shown in period dress in 1991 at the bicen-
tennial celebration for Boehm’s United Methodist Church 
and the rededication of the reconstructed Chapel. At left 
are Boehm’s pastors John Keretzman and William Spiegel-
halder. At right is Jim McCullough, then president of the 
Chapel Society.

     Clarissa M. Wolcott, 83, 
of Columbia, Pennsylvania,  
passed away June 6 at St. 
Anne’s Retirement Communi-
ty, Columbia.
     Clarissa received her 
bachelor’s and master’s degree 
from the then Millersville State 
Teacher’s College.
     She taught elementary 
school in the School District of 
Lancaser for 35 years.  
     Miss Wolcott, a charter 
member of Boehm’s Chapel 
Society, served as a director on 
the board between 1993-2004.
     She faithfully volunteered 

as a docent for tours of the 
chapel.
     She was a member of the 
former Cookman Methodist 
Church, Columbia United 
Methodist Church and the 
United Methodist Women.      
     Clarissa taught Sunday 
school for 52 years.
     She volunteered at the 
George Ross Elementary 
School in Lancaster.
     Services were held June 18  
at Columbia United Methodist 
Church.
     Interment was in Laurel 
Hill Memorial Gardens.  

Clarissa M. Wolcott  

Clarissa Wolcott

Bertha 
 Virginia 

Elizabeth 
 Adams

Bertha V.E. Adams
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     In the top photo, the 
Rev. Mark Herr accom-
panies the 22-member 
Liederkranz Choir Singers
on the Wilcox and White 
Chapel Reed Cabinet 
pump organ during the 
hymn sing at the annual 
Heritage Sunday Celebra-
tion in late June.
     In the bottom photo, 
Boehm descendants, from 
left, Richard Boehm, 
Dolores Myers, Catherine 
Tribit and JoAnn Foss 
stand beside the tomb-
stone of their ancestor, the 
Rev. Martin Boehm.

Heritage
Sunday
hits right
notes

Photos by Harold Ulmer
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OUT OF THE PAST
     There are still a few people at Boehm’s United 
Methodist Church who remember when trees 
lined the old parking lot at the church into the 
1960s. In the photo at right, the Chapel, many 
years before it was reconstructed, is in the back-
ground. The congregation had bought ground, 
next to the parking lot, that ran from West 
Boehms Road to the rear of the Boehms proper-
ty to eventually expand the parking lot and the 
cemetery. (See below.)

This photo shows equip-
ment tearing out the trees,  
near the present church 
(opened in 1899). For years, 
the church parsonage was 
in Willow Street. A new 
parsonage was built later  
on the new property. The 
campus at Boehm’s is made 
up of five separate proper-
ties that cover about five 
acres.
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WILLOW STREET, PA 17584

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PRESORTED 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

LANCASTER, PA 
PERMIT NO. 1746 

STANDARD 




